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†The President’s Corner† 
 

Hi, Gang, 

 

It’s May 1st.  What have you been doing?  

How’s your social life? Ha. I completely 

understand.  Same here.  

In my last message in the Nooseletter, back 

at the start of this social distancing, I mentioned 

that when I was 6, a little girl died from 

something we didn’t medically understand, and 

decades later not much has changed. Let me 

take you back to that same little town where I 

first discovered the joy and wonders of May 1st.  

As kids we never paid much attention to the 

calendar, so our mother always surprised us on 

this day. She covered the dining room table with 

colored construction paper, glue, ribbons, tape, 

lacy white paper doilies, crayons, water colors, 

candy, and flowers.  My brothers and I would be 

busy for hours making little May Day Baskets.  

When we finished our baskets, we would 

get to fill them with the candies and flowers. 

Then Mother would take us to hang the baskets 

on our neighbors’ doorknobs. My favorite day 

of the whole year has always been May 1st. 

May Day goes back to at least the Middle 

Ages. Villages had Maypole contests with 

music, food, dancing, weaving of floral 

garlands, and sheer jubilation. Puritans 

discouraged this rejoicing of spring with all its 

promise of bountiful crops and abundant calves, 

piglets, and lambs. They believed this nonsense 

to be purely pagan. So when Oliver Cromwell 

and the Puritans took control in 1645, the  

 

 

enthusiasm for May Day
 
pretty much died out in 

England as well as in the colonies. 

Many of you may remember May 1st as 

being the International Workers’ Day, but this 

too has almost disappeared with the fall of the 

USSR.  

Here’s how to keep from confusing May 

Day with the word Mayday: The name May 

comes from the Roman Goddess Maia who 

looked after the growing crops. Mayday comes 

from the French word, m’aidez, which means, 

“Help me.”   

Goodness. Well, here we are on May 1, 

2020, with our calendars clear. Actually, I’m not 

sure what we should do about our Croak & 

Dagger May meeting. Let’s wait a couple more 

weeks and see what the governor decides about 

group meetings.  If it seems appropriate, then 

I’ll be sure to sanitize the tables, chairs, and 

doorknobs. Please feel welcome to email me 

your own thoughts about our May C&D 

meeting. chardietzpen@gmail.com .  

Here’s  one more thing to consider: if we 

must continue to social distance— in order to 

keep those we love from dying—is today May 

Day or is it m’aidez? 

 Keep your heart happy and be well, 

Charlene Dietz, President  

 

Mark your calendars (tentatively):   
Tuesday, May 26, at 7 p.m. 

Our May meeting is still uncertain as of this writing. 
Watch the C&D website for updates: (www.croak-

and-dagger.com). 
Hope to see us all together soon! 

mailto:chardietzpen@gmail.com
http://www.croak-and-dagger.com/
http://www.croak-and-dagger.com/


2 

 

Don’t Miss It:  

Tuesday, June 23, at 7 p.m. 

 
Our June speaker will be Greg Anderson. Born to a 

family of helpers (dad a minister and mom a 
nurse), Greg was perhaps destined to care for 
others. He worked in Emergency Rooms in the 

1960s and 1970s, spending those 25 years 
observing the progress of ER medicine.  As the 

years went by, he realized that to keep up the 
pace, he would have to start an exercise program, 

which (perhaps not surprisingly) led him to try 
massage therapy. He was so impressed with the 

pain-free outcome of massage that he finally found 
his true calling. Massage! and Natural Medicine 

were soon to follow. 

 

 

 

 
SinC Guppies is an online writer’s support 

group. Guppies come from across the United States 

and Canada but share a passion for writing mysteries 

and a common goal of getting published. 

Subgroups represent cozies, noir, psychological 

and romantic suspense, and thrillers. 

The Mystery Analysis Group is a book 

discussion group aimed at discussing the craft, and 

the AgentQuest group can help with writing queries 

and synopses. For more information, check them out 

at www.sinc-guppies.org.  

 

 

 

 

 Sisters in Crime was founded in  

      1986.  

The mission of Sisters in   

       Crime shall be “to promote the ongoing 

advancement, recognition, and professional 

development of women crime writers.” 

   And our motto is: “SinC up with great crime 

writing!” 

 

 

 

 

Check out the Croak & Dagger Website 
(www.croak-and-dagger.com) for: 

 

 Upcoming Programs & Events 

 Meeting Schedule 

 Our Authors & links to member authors’ 
websites 

 How to Join C&D / SinC 

 Link to the C&D blog  
 
REMEMBER:  Our Croak& Dagger blog provides 
opportunities for free publicity for members.  
Contact our website maven, Susan Zates 
(address below) for more information or with 
an idea for a blog article. Get your name out 
there wherever you can! 
 

      

The Line Up 
 

President – Charlene Dietz  

chardietzpen@gmail.com 

Vice President – Gloria Casale  

gloria.casale@gmail.com 

Treasurer– Robert Kidera  

bkidera@comcast.net 

Secretary – Donna Thomas  

ttoad30@gmail.com 

Membership – Patricia Smith Wood 

pwood73@comcast.net 

Hospitality/Special Events – Janet Greger   

JANET.GREGER@comcast.net 

Programs/Publicity – Rita Herther  

RMHerther@aol.com 

Website Manager – Susan Zates  

smzates@yahoo.com  

Member-at-Large – Joan Saberhagen   

jsabe@berserker.com 

Nooseletter Editor – Linda Triegel 

ljtriegel@gmail.com 

Library Liaison – Ann Zeigler   

annz1@centurylink.net  

  

http://www.sinc-guppies.org/
http://www.croak-and-dagger.com/
mailto:chardietzpen@gmail.com
mailto:bkidera@comcast.net
mailto:ttoad30@gmail.com
mailto:pwood73@comcast.net
mailto:RMHerther@aol.com
mailto:smzates@yahoo.com
mailto:jsabe@berserker.com
mailto:ljtriegel@gmail.com
mailto:smzates@yahoo.com
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Noose News  

 

And Coming to ABQ in 2021… 
Lucinda Surber writes, “On behalf of Left 

Coast Crime, we (Lucinda and Stan Ulrich, below) 

thank Mystery Writers of America (see page 8) for 

honoring Left Coast Crime with the 2020 Raven 

Award for outstanding achievement in the mystery 

field outside the realm of creative writing.” 

 

 
 
  

Get your copy now! 
Joseph Badal’s new thriller, Payback, will be 

officially released May 12, but you can pre-order a 

signed copy by calling or emailing Treasure House 

Books & Gifts at 505-242-7204 or 

treahobooks@yahoo.com. 

Joe also invites you to a scheduled Zoom 

meeting, hosted by Treasure House, at 3:00 p.m. on 

Saturday, May 16, when he will read from his new 

novel. 

Here’s what Anne Hillerman had to say about 

Payback: 

“Payback has everything: an intriguing, single-

minded protagonist; cunningly evil bad guys; well-

drawn settings; a possible romance; and, best of all, 

a complex plot based on dark revenge. Author Badal 

never runs short of clever ways to challenge 

readers’' assumptions as the absorbing, action-filled 

plot brilliantly unfolds.”  

Join in this inaugural event for the release of 

Joe’s latest book. To join the Zoom meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83807472666?pwd=UlM

yWUdBTWYxVkN4NjRnT1AyWW9NZz09 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another First Prize! 
Pat Wood announces that she received First 

Place in the Novel for Adult Readers category in the 

New Mexico Press Women 2020 Communications 

Contest for her Murder at the Petroglyphs.  She also 

received an honorable mention for her Personality 

Profile Article for “My FBI Story: Sidney Raiford 

Fuller. Congrats, Pat!  

 

 

  

mailto:treahobooks@yahoo.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83807472666?pwd=UlMyWUdBTWYxVkN4NjRnT1AyWW9NZz09#_blank
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83807472666?pwd=UlMyWUdBTWYxVkN4NjRnT1AyWW9NZz09#_blank
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The 2019 Edgar
®
 Winners and Nominees     

 
Best Novel 

Fake Like Me by Barbara Bourland (Hachette Book Group – Grand Central Publishing) 

The Stranger Diaries by Elly Griffiths (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt) 

The River by Peter Heller (Penguin Random House – Alfred A. Knopf) 

Smoke and Ashes by Abir Mukherjee (Pegasus Books) 

Good Girl, Bad Girl by Michael Robotham (Simon & Schuster – Scribner) 

* Winners listed in red. 

 Best First Novel by an American Author  
My Lovely Wife by Samantha Downing (Penguin Random House – Berkley) 

Miracle Creek by Angie Kim (Farrar Straus and Giroux – Sarah Crichton Books) 

The Good Detective by John McMahon (Penguin Random House – G.P. Putnam’s Sons) 

The Secrets We Kept by Lara Prescott (Penguin Random House – Alfred A. Knopf) 

Three-Fifths by John Vercher (Polis Books – Agora Books) 

American Spy by Lauren Wilkinson (Penguin Random House – Random House) 

 

Best Paperback Original 
I Dread of Winter by Susan Alice Bickford (Kensington Publishing) 

Freedom Road by William Lashner (Amazon Publishing – Thomas & Mercer) 

Blood Relations by Jonathan Moore (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt – Mariner Books) 

February’s Son by Alan Parks (Europa Editions – World Noir) 

The Hotel Neversink by Adam O’Fallon Price (Tin House Books) 

The Bird Boys by Lisa Sandlin (Cinco Puntos Press) 

 

Best Fact Crime  
The Ghosts of Eden Park: The Bootleg King, the Women Who Pursued Him, and the Murder that Shocked Jazz-Age 

America by Karen Abbott (Penguin Random House – Crown) 

The Less People Know About Us: A Mystery of Betrayal, Family Secrets, and Stolen Identity by Axton Betz-Hamilton 

(Hachette Book Group – Grand Central Publishing) 

American Predator: The Hunt for the Most Meticulous Serial Killer of the 21st Century by Maureen Callahan (Penguin 

Random House – Viking) 

Norco ’80: The True Story of the Most Spectacular Bank Robbery in American History by Peter Houlahan 

(Counterpoint Press) 

Indecent Advances: A Hidden History of True Crime and Prejudice Before Stonewall by James Polchin (Counterpoint) 

   

                          

Best Critical/Biographical  
Hitchcock and the Censors by John Billheimer (University Press of Kentucky) 

Beyond the Thirty-Nine Steps: A Life of John Buchan by Ursula Buchan (Bloomsbury Publishing) 

The Hooded Gunman: An Illustrated History of Collins Crime Club by John Curran (Collins Crime Club) 

Medieval Crime Fiction: A Critical Overview by Anne McKendry (McFarland) 

The Mutual Admiration Society: How Dorothy L. Sayers and her Oxford Circle Remade the World for Women by 

Mo Moulton (Hachette Book Group – Basic Books) 
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Robert L. Fish Memorial 
“There’s a Riot Goin’ On,” from Milwaukee Noir by Derrick Harriell (Akashic Books) 

 

  Best Short Story 
 “Turistas,” from Paque Tu Lo Sepas by Hector Acosta (Down & Out Books) 

“One of These Nights,” from Cutting Edge: New Stories of Mystery and Crime by Women Writers by Livia Llewellyn 

(Akashic Books) 

“The Passenger,” from Sydney Noir by Kirsten Tranter (Akashic Books) 

“Home at Last,” from Die Behind the Wheel: Crime Fiction Inspired by the Music of Steely Dan by Sam Wiebe (Down & 

Out Books) 

 “Brother’s Keeper,” from Ellery Queen Mystery Magazine by Dave Zeltserman (Dell Magazine)  

 
Best Juvenile 

The Collected Works of Gretchen Oyster by Cary Fagan (Penguin Random House Canada – Tundra Books 

Eventown by Corey Ann Haydu (HarperCollins Children’s Books – Katherine Tegen Books) 

The Whispers by Greg Howard (Penguin Young Readers – G.P. Putnam’s Sons BFYR) 

All the Greys on Greene Street by Laura Tucker (Penguin Young Readers – Viking BFYR) 

Me and Sam-Sam Handle the Apocalypse by Susan Vaught (Simon & Schuster Children’s Books – Paula Wiseman Books) 
 

Best Young Adult  
 Catfishing on CatNet by Naomi Kritzer (Tom Doherty Associates – Tor Teen) 

Killing November by Adriana Mather (Random House Children’s Books – Alfred A. Knopf BFYR) 

Patron Saints of Nothing by Randy Ribay (Penguin Young Readers – Kokila) 

The Deceivers by Kristen Simmons (Tom Doherty Associates – Tor Teen) 

Wild and Crooked by Leah Thomas (Bloomsbury Publishing) 

 

TV Episode Teleplay 
“Season 5, Episode 3” – Line of Duty, Teleplay by Jed Mercurio (Acorn TV) 

“Season 5, Episode 4” – Line of Duty, Teleplay by Jed Mercurio (Acorn TV) 

“Episode 1” – Dublin Murders, Teleplay by Sarah Phelps (STARZ) 

“Episode 1” – Manhunt, Teleplay by Ed Whitmore (Acorn TV) 

“Episode 1” – Wisting, Teleplay by Kathrine Valen Zeiner & Trygve Allister Diesen (Sundance Now) 

 

The Simon & Schuster Mary Higgins Clark Award 
The Night Visitors by Carol Goodman (HarperCollins – William Morrow) 

One Night Gone by Tara Laskowski (Harlequin – Graydon House) 

Strangers at the Gate by Catriona McPherson (Minotaur Books) 

Where the Missing Go by Emma Rowley (Kensington Publishing) 

The Murder List by Hank Phillippi Ryan (Tom Doherty Associates – Forge Books) 

 

The G.P. Putnam’s Sons Sue Grafton Memorial Award  
 Shamed by Linda Castillo (Minotaur Books) 

Borrowed Time by Tracy Clark ( Kensington Publishing) 

The Missing Ones by Edwin Hill (Kensington Publishing) 

The Satapur Moonstone by Sujata Massey (Soho Crime) 

The Alchemist’s Illusion by Gigi Pandian (Midnight Ink) 

Girl Gone Missing by Marcie R. Rendon (Cinco Puntos Press) 

   

Grand Master 
Barbara Neely, author, for her body of work 

 

 Raven Award  
Left Coast Crime, annual (since 1991) mystery convention 

 

Ellery Queen Award 
Kelley Ragland, editorial director, Minotaur Books  
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The State of Crime Writing in 2020: 
A roundtable discussion with the nominees for the Mystery 

Writers of America’s 2020 Edgar Awards 
 

 
Excerpted from: https://crimereads.com/the-state-of-crime-writing-in-2020-part-1/ 

 

Each year, authors, editors, and members of the mystery community gather in New York City to 

award the nation’s most prestigious honor for crime writing—the Edgar Awards, organized by the 

Mystery Writers of America. This year, as the pandemic rages on and the quarantine continues, will 

of course be different. The awards (see above) were presented on Twitter on Thursday, April 30. 

Ahead of the online ceremony, we caught up with 20+ nominees for a roundtable discussion on the 

state of crime and mystery literature.  

 

Do you think crime novels have a role to play in times of crisis and collective anxiety? 

 

Naomi Kritzer (Nominated for Best Young Adult – Catfishing on CatNet): In times of crisis, I 

find it deeply soothing to read a book where the puzzles actually have solutions and the questions 

actually have answers. I’m sure I’m not the only one.  

 

LauraTucker (Nominated for Best Juvenile – All The Greys on Greene Street): Yes; I’m 

gobbling mysteries like Chiclets right now, at an approximate rate of one a day. The armchair 

tourism aspect of reading mysteries has always been important to me, but never more than now; 

frankly, it’s a balm just to read about people going places. The high stakes seem utterly 

appropriate. And logic and science (usually) prevail. Hallelujah.  

 

Mo Moulton (Nominated for Best Critical/Biographical – The Mutual Admiration Society: 

How Dorothy L. Sayers and her Oxford Circle Remade the World for Women): Reading for 

pleasure is always good; in stressful times, it’s a balm. Dorothy L. Sayers originally wrote Lord 

Peter Wimsey as an escapist fantasy. When she was hard-up and lonely, she could live vicariously 

through giving him a gorgeous flat, expensive books, and a perfectly understanding butler. And in a 

time of particular uncertainty, I find it comforting to read a story that  I know will end with a puzzle 

neatly solved. 

 

https://crimereads.com/the-state-of-crime-writing-in-2020-part-1/
https://mysterywriters.org/
https://mysterywriters.org/
https://twitter.com/EdgarAwards
https://bookshop.org/a/238/9781250165084
https://bookshop.org/a/238/9780451479532
https://bookshop.org/a/238/9781541644472
https://bookshop.org/a/238/9781541644472
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Carol Goodman (Nominated for the Mary Higgins Clark Award – The Night Visitors): 

Absolutely! Any art that engages and distracts serves a valuable purpose in times of anxiety. Crime 

fiction in particular is satisfying in these moments because the very nature of crime fiction is to 

pose a disruption to the world and then, by the end, restore some order and justice. The idea that 

the world can be restored, even if it’s not entirely the same anymore, is tremendously reassuring at 

times like these. 

 

John Billheimer (Nominated for Best Critical/Biographical – Hitchcock and the Censors): Any 

well-written book, fiction or nonfiction, will have the power to divert the mind and help time pass 

in periods of crisis. Most crime novels end by relieving the reader’s anxiety over fictional plot 

developments, which can be comforting when the world at large isn’t behaving according to plan.  

 

 
Which books and authors do you turn to for comfort? 

 

Gigi Pandian (Nominated for the Sue Grafton Memorial Award – The Alchemist’s Illusion): I 

don’t eat comfort foods when stressed, but I comfort read. Whenever I’m feeling anxious, I know I 

can read a few pages from an Elizabeth Peters mystery (be it Vicky Bliss, Amelia Peabody, or 

Jacqueline Kirby) and life is better. I’m reading more widely than rereading favorite Elizabeth 

Peters novels this spring, but right now I’m sticking to mysteries where I know I’ll get a happy 

ending. 

 

Samantha Downing: I tend to read many of the authors I grew up reading—John Grisham, 

Michael Crichton, John Sanford, Mary Higgins Clark. Maybe it’s nostalgia for a time when things 

weren’t as complicated (though they didn’t seem that way at the time!)  

 

John Vercher (Nominated for Best First Novel – Three Fifths): I’m always drawn to character 

studies. Books—and films, for that matter—that take a deep dive into the major players while still 

having a propulsive narrative. That usually takes something terrible happening to that character, 

such that instead of being heavily plotted, the story is driven forward by the character’s motivation 

to improve his/her circumstances. Call it literary fiction or noir, those are the types of books I 

gravitate toward when looking for comfort—when I want to truly lose myself in a world of 

someone else’s creation. 

 

Mo Moulton: Naturally, I love Golden Age detective fiction. I like a little low-stakes murder, 

some careful plotting and fussy clues, and lots of atmosphere. I also find myself turning to poetry 

and music that I know well. 

 

John McMahon (Nominated for Best First Novel – The Good Detective): For comfort, I love to 

read a really detailed book from James Lee Burke. He has that ability to transport me to a  location 

like no one else. I find myself hearing the off-board motor. Smelling the choking Japanese water 

lilies. Finding myself off the coast of Louisiana. And on and on.  

 

Catriona McPherson: I just re-read Stephen King’s The Stand, in the long version. It was comfort 

of a kind, in that coming back out of the world of Captain Trips to the world of COVID19 was an 

improvement. I might re-read Pet Sematary too, since I won’t be on my own at night anytime soon, 

what with my husband not traveling for work. My King consumption is a balancing act between 

fandom and cowardice 

 

https://bookshop.org/a/238/9780062852007
https://bookshop.org/a/238/9780813177427
https://bookshop.org/a/238/9780738753010
https://bookshop.org/a/238/9781947993679
https://bookshop.org/a/238/9780525535546
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Tracy Clark (Nominated for the Sue Grafton Memorial Award – Borrowed Time): I like PIs 

and flat-footed cops, serial killers, and demented stalkers. I go for grit and dark alleys that reek of 

sour milk and rancid garbage. Dark streets. Mean streets. Chandler. Hammett. Give me that. 

However, I have been known to bask in the gentle glow of a good cozy. They’re good fun, nice 

palate cleansers. A good Agatha Christie’s always a good choice on a rainy Sunday afternoon. Put 

the kettle on, open a tin of biscuits, and sit back and follow Hercule Poirot through a confounding 

case. 

 

Adam Price (Nominated for Best Paperback Original – The Neversink Hotel): I’ve always 

found Elmore Leonard’s novels extremely comforting. They are basically all essentially the same 

book—I believe it was Martin Amis who described his plots as essentially an update of The 

Pardoner’s Tale by Chaucer, i.e. “death wanders the landscape disguised as money.” They are 

comforting for this reason, and for the incredible strength and durability of the prose, the feeling of 

being in the sure hands of a master. 

 

 
What’s the most pressing (non-pandemic) issue facing the crime fiction community today? 

 

John Vercher: It almost goes without saying that the recognitions of writers of color and from 

other marginalized communities is still a hurdle—though I will say that in my short time in the 

community as a debut, strides are being taken to shed the ways of the old guard, so to speak. The 

creation of imprints such as Agora that focus on giving voice and platform and leveling the playing 

field for writers such as myself is one of those strides that shows change can be made if one is 

willing to step up.  

  

Carol Goodman: Inclusion of all voices.  

 

Edwin Hill (Nominated for the Sue Grafton Memorial Award – The Missing Ones): Oh, I 

would say money. We talk a lot about the importance of inclusion in our community, and so much 

of inclusion is tied into money and who can afford this profession as a career.  

 

John McMahon: The question of how we connect with an audience in a world where so many 

books are bought online is one I worry about. We have so much in terms of data, but that data is 

held by the few, for their commercial interest. We have all these fans that love to read, and want to 

engage. And it’s a privilege to be trusted with their attention. But how do we keep them engaged? 

How do we connect with them. 

 

John Billheimer: An over-abundance of sub-par fiction (much of it self-published). Like bad 

money, bad fiction tends to drive out (or at least make it more difficult to sell) good fiction. This 

problem is exacerbated by the steep drop in local bookstores, which I understand are beginning to 

make a comeback. 

 

 

Is there a crime fiction trope that you wish would be retired? 

  

Barbara Bourland: Innocent dead female victims as the canvas for the author’s most violent, 

misogynistic fantasies. Oh, and Woman Who Has Abortion as a signifier of Woman Who Turns 

Out To Be an Amoral Monster. That one really bums me out.  

 

https://bookshop.org/a/238/9781496714909
https://bookshop.org/a/238/9781947793347
https://bookshop.org/a/238/9781496719331
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John Billheimer:  Serial killers.  

 

Adam Price: I don’t know about it needing to be retired out right, but I think the reflexive use of a 

dead young (white) woman to drive plot needs to be questioned… what does that say about our 

culture in terms of our attitude toward young female agency? One answer, of course, is that young 

women do suffer violence at the hands of men. But there’s a way of treating the subject that is 

thoughtful, e.g. The Silence of the Lamb, and a way that is simply recycling a kind of received 

image of young women as victims. The latter, I would personally like to see a whole lot less of.  

 

Hank Phillippi Ryan:  Is it a trope that every single question has to be completely answered? Yes, 

of course, we have to reveal the villain, and the reason for the villainy. And there  has to be some 

kind of justice, on some level. But I am haunted by the reality of life—that sometimes we know 

what happened, or know what we thing happened, but look at how juries work, and how iffy some 

crime-solving can be, let alone justice. If the main characters and the readers know what happened, 

as well as they can know—but maybe there’s not a fight to the death or a slamming prison door. 

Maybe, instead, a deep and poetic realization that the bad guy, in some way, got what was coming. 

 

 

What’s the strangest item or factoid you found in research?  

 

Mo Moulton: Dorothy L. Sayers and T. S. Eliot went to the same dentist in the 1940s—and one 

time, she took advantage of meeting him there to ask him to look at Muriel St. Clare Byrne’s draft 

memoir! It worked: he published it at Faber & Faber. 

 

Peter Houlahan: That Los Angeles is “The Bank Robbery Capital of the World,” with one quarter 

of all bank heists in America taking place within the jurisdiction of the L.A. field office of the FBI.  

 

John Billheimer: In researching Hitchcock and the Censors, I found the censors’ aversion to 

toilets to be exceedingly strange. The Production Code adopted in 1934 explicitly stated that the 

policy of the censors was to “eliminate from scripts and pictures scenes and sequences played in, 

and in connection with, bathrooms.”  Not only did censors advise against setting scenes in 

bathrooms, if a scene were set in a bathroom, filmmakers were not allowed to show a toilet. This 

ruling affected several of Hitchcock’s films, including such diverse entries as The Lady Vanishes 

and The Wrong Man. Hitchcock eventually triumphed over the bluenoses by showing Janet Leigh 

flushing evidence down a toilet in Psycho. The censors were forced to admit this breach of the 

Production Code because a bit of paper that survived the flush was critical to the film’s plot. But  

Psycho contained one of the only shots and/or sounds of a toilet seen or heard on American movie 

screens between 1934 and 1968, when the Code was replaced by the current rating system. 

 

 

Is there a kind of crime novel overdue for revival or reinvention?  

  

Carol Goodman: I love the romantic suspense travel novels of Mary Stewart and would happily 

read books in this vein. 

 

Adriana Mather (Nominated for Best Young Adult – Killing November): Comedy! I’d love to 

see a modernized version of an Inspector Clouseau type character. What an amazing way to 

introduce mysteries and thrillers to kids through humor. And how incredibly difficult from a 

writing perspective! 

https://bookshop.org/a/238/9780525579083
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What’s the most encouraging recent trend in crime fiction? 

 

Catriona McPherson: I would have said, for me, the PI sub-genre was overdue for something—

although even as I write that I immediately think of Walter Mosely and Sara Paretsky and George 

Pellecanos and Laura Lippman—but I’m sticking with it. Then came Kristen Lepionka and Tracy 

Clark. I’m a huge fan of both these new PI series. 

 

Gigi Pandian: I love that readers are rediscovering the joy of reading traditional puzzle plot 

mysteries, like those from the Golden Age of detective fiction between the two world wars. I’ve 

always loved that style of fair-play mystery, especially locked-room impossible crime mysteries, so 

I’ve been excited to see both that publishers are reissuing classic mysteries that had gone out of 

print and that a new generation of mystery writing are creating books and stories in a similar vein.  

 

 

Are there lessons from other areas of literature you wish mystery would adopt? 

 

Emma Rowley (Nominated for the Mary Higgins Clark Award – Where the Missing Go): I’ve 

noticed it happening the other way at the moment—mystery plots being used to give other genres 

that essential narrative drive. I think genres borrowing from each other can help fiction develop in 

fresh and interesting ways, so long may it continue in every direction.  

 

Catriona McPherson: This is publishing, not writing, but I do wish they would stop putting the 

first chapter of the next book on the end of the current book. I don’t know any reader who likes it 

and I can’t be the only one who hates it with a passion. I carefully portion out the last reading 

session of a crime novel so that I can enjoy the denouement properly. When I discover that my 

sweet, sweet forty pages is really only ten and it’s all over, but here’s the start of a book you can’t 

buy for a month? Grrrrrr.  

 

 

 

We’re so sad to lose Barbara Neely before honoring her at the (now virtual) ceremony. Do you have a 

memory you’d like to share, or thoughts about her books or her legacy? 

 

Catriona McPherson: Barbara Neely was one of many writers I heard about for the first time after 

moving to the US and Blanche on the Lam was a revelation and inspiration. It was funny—truly 

funny, and not at all bleak even while it cast such a clear gaze on the reality of American lives. 

Come Edgars night, I was planning to say a quick thank you—for the master class in warmth and 

honesty—if I got the chance without being too annoying. 

 

Tracy Clark: I wish I had a memory to share. I had hoped I’d have an opportunity to finally meet 

Barbara Neely in person after enjoying her books for so long. Blanche on the Lam, Blanche Passes 

Go, Blanche Cleans up. These books are sitting on my bookshelf right now. To see characters that 

finally looked like me, that spoke to me culturally, and to know a black woman created them, was 

so awe-inspiring. Blanche White is one of the first African-American fictional detectives, and 

Neely broke the trail for writers of color like me. I wish I’d had the chance to thank her in person.  

 

  

https://bookshop.org/a/238/9781496723109
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Janet Rudolph at Mystery Readers Journal suggests these environmental mysteries (and nonfiction) 

for those of you stuck at home looking for something new to read (for more, go to: Environmental 

Mysteries: Mystery Readers Journal (Volume 36:1 - Spring 2020).   

 We Are the Wild by Sandi Ault 

 Toss in a Bear or a Snake by Pamela Beeson 

 Environmental  

 Calypso Saves the Climate by D. Z. Church 

 Why the Road Is Dark by Philip Cioffari 

 A Background in the Birding World by Ann Cleeves 

 The Man in the Doorway and Other Writing Mysteries by Donna Cousins 

 The Old-Fashioned Way by William Deverell 

 It’s All About the Birds… and Murder by Jan Dunlap 

 The Mystery of the Missing Mountain by Toni Dwiggins 

 Natural Inspiration by Gerald Elias 

 The Common Threat by Kate Fellowes 

 The Heart of the Matter by Christine Goff 

 Fruit of the Devil by Vinnie Hansen 

 Wildfire and Murder in the Woods by Dave Hugelschaffer 

 Shark Allure by Sara Johnson 

 A Captivating Story by Diane Kelly 

 Wolf Man by Michael Allan Mallory 

 Burying the Evidence by Larry Maness 

 Off Road by Kirk Russell 

 Is Any Refuge Certain? by Carolyn J. Rose 

 On the Trail of a New Environment by Mark Stevens 

 Finding My Voice in Wildlife by Jessica Speart 

 Writing About the Environment in the West by Judith Van Gieson 

 When Cozies Can’t Be All That Cozy by Betty Webb 

 The House of the Monk’s Spring by Robert Wilson 

 Interesting Times for Mystery Writers by John Yunker 
 Nature and Mystery by Gregory Zeigler 

 AUTHORS: Write a Guest Post on Mystery Fanfare 
 

Have a new book but nowhere to publicize it? Want to remind your readers you're still around? 
Have a promotion you want to share? Write a Guest Post for Mystery Fanfare! 500-1000 words 
about whatever you'd like to share with Readers. Writing? Research? Awards? Signings (or lack 

of now!), your latest recipe, what you're doing while you Shelter in Place, your dog?? Really, 
whatever. Send a query to: janet@mysteryreaders.org 

 

mailto:janet@mysteryreaders.org
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Reviews 

 
The Wood Beyond by Reginald Hill. Dell 

Publishing, 1996, 439 pp (PB) 

I hadn’t read any of this author’s Dalziel & 

Pascoe mysteries before picking this one up in 

Don’s Used Book Exchange (1013 San Mateo SE; 

give it a try). The two are policemen in Yorkshire, 

and in this book Andrew Dalziel is in charge of 

investigating the discovery of some old, or maybe 

not so old, bones discovered on the grounds of a 

drug company, where he falls for one of the activists 

picketing the place to protest animal testing.  

Meanwhile, Peter Pascoe is on leave to attend 

his grandmother Ada’s funeral. Ada was quite the 

activist herself, and insisted in her last instructions 

that Pascoe dispose of her ashes in a very specific, if 

eccentric manner. He manages to do so, then learns 

that Ada expects him to now investigate the death of 

his great-grandfather, Ada’s father, in WWI. 

Reluctantly Pascoe does and uncovers some 

unsettling family secrets.  

I admit that I quickly lost interest in Dalziel’s 

half of the operation and soon started skipping those 

chapters (it’s a long book) in favor of following 

Pascoe’s quest. I also took a shine to Pascoe’s wife 

Ellie, who’s nothing if not strong-minded herself.  

The plot threads do come together about 300 

pages in, at which point D.S. Edgar Wield caught 

my fancy too as he helped Dalziel—rudely referred 

to throughout as “the fat man”—with his 

investigation, to marked lack of thanks from his 

superior. ♦ 

—Linda Triegel (ljt23@earthlink.net) 

 

Friends and Traitors by John Lawton. Grove Press 

Reprint, 2018, 352 pp (PB) 

This is Book 8 in Lawton’s Inspector Troy 

series, and if you’ve read more than one of the 

previous entries, you’d be forgiven if you suspect 

the author had a lot of unused scenes or characters 

that were too good to toss, so he added them to this 

story. He admits, in an after-word, that he worked on 

this story sporadically between other books. 

Yet it reads very smoothly, with a great deal of 

humor and what sounds like spot-on portraits of 

typical MI5 and MI6 types, not to mention the prime 

minister of the time (Harold Macmillan) and other 

real or real-seeming characters of mid-1950s Britain.  

The outstanding character is Guy Burgess—as 

in Burgess & Maclean & Philby etc., you must 

remember them. Apparently Troy was pals with 

Burgess at Cambridge and kept in touch for the 

amusement of his company, despite knowing pretty 

much what the lot of them were up to. In Lawton’s 

view, the Powers That Be were more concerned with 

the danger of being tarred with the same queer brush 

than with worry about the traitors of the title selling 

secrets to Russia. The “friends” part was more 

important.  

The action really picks up when Troy joins the 

rest of his family on a “grand tour” to celebrate his 

MP brother Rob’s fifty-first birthday (he was too 

busy last year) and meets Burgess in Vienna. Guy 

had half-heartedly defected to Russia a few years 

earlier and now wants to come home and hopes Troy 

will put in a good word. That, of course, does not go 

over well at home (see above), and Troy ends up 

briefly suspected of shooting the MI5 agent sent to 

negotiate with Burgess.  It’s a right mess—but loads 

of fun to read. ♦ 
—Linda Triegel (ljt23@earthlink.net) 

 

 

Series mysteries: 

All reviews by Susan Zates 

NOTE: Print publisher noted; most also available 

(and/or read by the reviewer) in e-format. 

 

 

All Shall Be Well by Deborah Crombie. 

(Second book of the Duncan Kincaid/Gemma James 

police procedural mystery series set in contemporary 

England.)  

Duncan Kincaid is a detective superintendent at 

Scotland Yard, Gemma James a detective sergeant. 

Duncan knew his neighbor Jasmine had terminal 

cancer, but her death seems too sudden. He suspects 

foul play. An overdose of morphine indicates 

suicide; he must find evidence to prove otherwise.  

Duncan and Gemma interview Jasmine’s 

colleague Meg, nurse Felicity, and brother Theo to 

learn about Jasmine’s last days. Meg's boyfriend 

Roger seems quite a villain, but they find no 

evidence to charge him. 

To understand Jasmine’s life, Duncan begins 

reading her diaries, starting from her childhood in 

India. He visits the English village where Jasmine 

and her brother lived with her Aunt May; he finds an 

old friend she loved. Meanwhile Gemma checks the 

backgrounds of Jasmine’s acquaintances. Gemma’s 

meticulous research and Duncan’s intuition uncover 

a key connection between Jasmine and her killer. ♦ 

mailto:ljt23@earthlink.net
mailto:ljt23@earthlink.net
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Prime Witness by Steve Martini. Putnam, 1993, 384 

pp (HC) 

 (Second book of the Paul Madriani legal mystery 

series set in a contemporary rural college town in 

central California.) 

On this serial murder case, Paul is working for 

the prosecution. Physical evidence leads to an arrest. 

Paul finds himself up against defense attorney 

Adrian Chambers, out for revenge. Behind the 

scenes, Judge Acosta (from book 1) works to 

sabotage Paul’s case. Evidence from additional 

murders leads Paul to suspect a second killer.  

Paul’s continued absence from home strains his 

fragile marriage. Office politics at the District 

Attorney’s office nearly derail the case.  

A gripping page-turner, plenty of courtroom 

drama.  ♦  

 

All’s Well That Ends by Gillian Roberts. Ballantine, 

2008, 286 pp (PB) 

(14
th
 and final book of the Amanda Pepper mystery 

series set in contemporary Philadelphia.)  

The book has the usual themes/parallel 

subplots: a friend wants Amanda and Mackenzie to 

investigate someone’s death, which the police wrote 

off as suicide; Amanda despairs because her high 

school students don’t care about education, and peer 

pressure drives them to criminal acts.  

This time the friend is Sasha; the crime is her 

mother’s death. I don’t remember how Sasha and 

Amanda met, but friendship is sufficient to compel 

Amanda to visit numerous people for boring 

interviews that don’t solve the crime, or even 

suggest there was one. After an obvious murder is 

committed at the same house, it’s clear the crimes 

are connected.  

Meanwhile at the high school, the 

administration’s current worry is teenage gambling. 

Amanda has rare moments of joy when a student 

will think or appreciate literature, but mostly she 

worries about teenagers’ personality changes, and 

peer pressure between a rich popular student and one 

who seems to be victimized. As the story drags, 

Mackenzie’s attention is focused on his extended 

family and their post-Katrina struggles in Louisiana.  

A suspenseful scene leads to a satisfying wrap-

up of all subplots and the series, for die-hard 

Amanda Pepper fans. ♦ 

 

C&D Members! 

Your Nooseletter wants to hear all about that terrific 

mystery you just read. Email reviews to Ye Editor at 

the address on page 2. 

 Knitting Bones by Monica Ferris. Berkley Reprint, 

2008, 304 pp (PB) 

(11th book of the Needlecraft Mystery series set in 

contemporary small town Excelsior, Minnesota.) 

Betsy Devonshire, owner of needlework store 

Crewel World, accidentally breaks her leg in a 

horseback accident. Betsy’s store manager and right-

hand man Godwin “Goddy” DuLac capably steps in 

to represent the shop at the Embroiderers’ Guild of 

America (EGA) convention. Goddy’s in the 

audience when a representative of the Heart 

Coalition receives a huge donation from the EGA. 

When the man and the check go missing, 

Goddy urges Betsy to investigate the case. Betsy 

can’t leave her apartment to ask questions, but he’s 

eager to do so, with her guidance. At first, Goddy 

makes an understandable beginner’s mistake—

fitting evidence to a preformed theory. Betsy 

coaches him to consider all the evidence, not only 

the evidence that fits a particular suspect. 

In thriller style, parallel chapters detail the 

increasing troubles (self-inflicted) of Tony Milan, 

aka “Stoney.” Waking up in the hospital after a car 

accident, he doesn’t have any memory of it. Nor 

does he recognize clothing and jewelry items in his 

personal effects bag. Continuing his take-advantage-

of-others lifestyle, he creates more trouble for 

himself, and a trail of clues that trace back to him. 

In an oddball (yet key) subplot, Betsy assists in 

smuggling a wounded crow out of state. ♦ 

 

 

Key: 

PB = Mass Market paperback 

TP = Trade paperback 

HC = Hardcover 

 

 

 The Dangerous Hour by Marcia Muller. Grand 

Central Publishing, 2005, 336 pp (PB) 

(Book 22 of the Sharon McCone mystery series set 

in late 20-century San Francisco.) 

It’s a hot summer on San Fran’s mean streets. 

Sharon’s PI agency is under attack. Clearly, her 

employee Julia Rafael was framed; it takes Sharon 

too long to realize it.  

She pokes into a hornet’s nest of civic 

corruption, drawing more attacks. She can’t give up 

or hide, with her business at risk. She forges ahead 

into dangerous situations, takes on the bad guys 

single-handed, defends herself and employees. She’s 

one tough lady...but she also (eventually) listens to 

her heart. ♦ 
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2020 MEETING DATES 

. 

Tuesday, May 26, 7:00 p.m. - TBA 

Tuesday, June 23, 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, July 28, 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, August 25, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Meetings are free to the public. 

 

NOTE Change of Venue:  

Meetings in 2020 from April to November will 

be held every fourth Tuesday of the month, at 

7:00 p.m., at Sandia Presbyterian Church, 10704 

Paseo del Norte. Park in back of the building 

and enter by the back door. 

Check our Web site, www.croak-and-

dagger.com, for any new schedule changes and 

upcoming programs. 
 

 

Summary of Findings 

The Nooseletter is the internal organ of the 

Croak & Dagger (New Mexico) chapter of 

Sisters in Crime (SinC). Opinions expressed 

herein are those of the authors and editors.  

 

 

 
Nooseletter Submissions† 

Croak & Dagger friends are encouraged to 

contribute articles, reviews, and essays on aspects of 

mystery writing and reading for publication 

consideration. Especially let us know if you have 

published a new book or story, or have an upcoming 

local author event. (Unbridled enthusiasm for your 

own mystery book is encouraged here.) 

Length: Articles should average 500 words, but 

short items and ideas for sources are also welcome. 

Deadlines: Publication is every other month, 

starting in January. Submission deadlines are the last 

day of the month prior to publication: Feb 28, April 

30, June 30, Aug 31, Oct 31, and Dec 31. 

The Living and the Dead: As a general policy, 

articles and information should focus on living 

authors rather than dead ones, but that’s not set in 

concrete shoes. Articles about specific historical 

development of the crime-mystery writing genre, for 

example, would be welcome. 

Submissions: Please submit via e-mail to 

newsette@earthlink.net, with “Nooseletter” in the 

subject line. The Nooseletter is distributed to all 

members electronically.                         

 

COPYRIGHT © OF MATERIAL PUBLISHED HEREIN 
REMAINS THE PROPERTY OF INDIVIDUAL 

CONTRIBUTORS. NO PART OF THIS PUBLICATION 
MAY BE REPRINTED WITHOUT PERMISSION FROM 

THE AUTHOR(S).  

Still not a member of        

Sisters in Crime?  
 

$20/year brings mystery to your life! The New Mexico Croak & Dagger chapter welcomes mystery fans 

who want to enjoy felonious fun, absolutely criminal companionship, and sensational speakers. 
 

Benefits of membership in the Croak & Dagger chapter include a subscription to our Nooseletter,  

close contact with local mystery writers, and fun events with other mystery fans.  Come hear our next 

program speaker and meet the gang. We promise to bring mayhem and murder into your life!  
 

Croak & Dagger members must also be members of the national organization of Sisters in Crime. For 

information on joining SinC, go to http://www.sistersincrime.org.  For information about your local 

chapter, contact our membership chair at pwood73@comcast.net  

http://www.sistersincrime.org/
mailto:pwood73@comcast.net

