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†Expert Testimony† 
 

 Will Rogers once said, “It’s not what we 

don’t know that hurts us, it’s what we know that 

just ain’t so.”  In areas changing as fast as 

publishing and e-books, there seem to be a lot of 

things we know that just ain’t so. 

 One of those things is that e-book sales will 

hurt bookstores or conversely the closure of 

bookstores will stimulate e-book sales. 

According to a recent Simba (a major market 

intelligence group for the publishing industry) 

study (http://www.simbainformation.com/ 

about/release.asp?id=2902), the effect may be 

the other way – the loss of bookstores doesn’t 

improve the growth in e-book sales.  

 Their study for 2011 confirms that the loss 

of hundreds of bookstores, or several million 

square feet of retail space, actually negatively 

affected the expansion of e-book usage. In many 

cases people don’t know what book they want 

and browse to pick out one or several books to 

buy. Many e-book readers still do their 

browsing in actual bookstores and then go buy 

the e-book online. The bookstores are in effect 

subsidizing online e-book sales.  

 Since the e-book sales bypass the 

bookstore, there is no way for the bookstores to 

get any revenue for the value they are providing. 

Eventually that may change if bookstores find a 

way to effectively sell e-books directly, but 

some bookstores don’t have the resources to 

survive that long.  

 The San Francisco Chronicle has 

announced that once a month they will have a 

Sunday e-book column with reviews. 

(http://www.teleread.com/e-books/san-

francisco-chronicle-launches-an-e-books-only-

column/) However, they will only do e-books, 

nothing that is in print, which eliminates books 

that come out in both formats. 

 Another complication is, how do you 

measure e-book sales and come up with a 

bestseller list for e-books? Digital Book World 

has started releasing a weekly e-book bestseller 

list. (http://www.thepassivevoice.com/08/2012/ 

digital-book-world-introduces-an-e-book- 

bestseller-list/). Although there are some 

questions about their methodology, they do 

explain it in detail, so it is much more 

transparent than the list for traditional bestseller 

lists, which are based on the sales from some 

outlets, but not necessarily all.  

 Here are some of the issues. They only look 

at sales from the top five or six e-book retailers. 

Each appearance on a list gets an unweighted 

score based on its ranking, with higher rankings 

getting more weight than lower ones. Retailers 

are weighted by market share. Appearances on 

multiple retailers’ lists get extra weight. There 

are sublists by price, using the e-book’s lowest 

price for any retailer during the week.  

 The breakout by price is useful, but another 

useful distinction would be just e-books and the 

e-book versions of books that are also available 

in print. While the print sales might reduce the 

e-book sales, those books would have a lot of 

extra exposure in bookstores and any marketing 

done by print publishers.  

 A final counterintuitive result is the impact 

of e-books on libraries and their budgets. 

According to an article in American Libraries,  
(continued on page 11) 

http://www.simbainformation.com/
http://www.thepassivevoice.com/08/2012/


2 

Don’t Miss It! 
Tuesday, September 25, at 7 p.m. 

 

 Our speaker for September will be Dr. Sam 

Baty, former Air Force officer and rocket 

scientists, whose Second World War II thriller, 

Footsteps to Forever, was published in 2008, 

followed by the sequel, Darkness into Light, in 

2011.  He has also written a Korean War novel, 

Forever We Serve, continuing the same 

characters’ adventures.   

 Dr. Sam Baty received his B.S. degree in 

Electrical Engineering from the University of 

New Mexico in 1960. He spent the next 22 

years as an officer in the United States Air 

Force. During this time, he received a Master of 

Science Degree in Aerospace Engineering from 

the Air Force Institute of Technology and a 

Ph.D. in Engineering from UCLA. His last 

assignment in the Air Force was with the 

Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency 

(DARPA). Since 2000, he has taught for 

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University (ERAU), 

where he is now an adjunct professor.  

 Dr. Baty lives in Albuquerque with his 

wife, Linda.  For more about his book series, go 

to www.sambatybooks.com.  

 
The Albuquerque Croak & Dagger chapter of Sisters 

in Crime welcomes mystery fans, readers, and 

writers.  Meetings are held in the police briefing 

room of the James Joseph Dwyer Memorial 

Substation, 12700 Montgomery NE (1 block east of 

Tramway). Unless otherwise noted, programs are 

free and open to the public. 

 

 

 

 

Sisters in Crime was founded in  

     1986. The mission of Sisters in Crime 

shall be “to promote the professional development 

and advancement of women crime writers to achieve 

equality in the industry.” 

    Our vision is: “Raising professionalism and 

achieving equity among crime writers.” 

   And our motto is: “SinC into a good mystery!” 

 

Check Out the Croak & Dagger Website for all your 
Croak & Dagger information needs. 

www.croak-and-dagger.com 
 Upcoming Programs 

 2012 Meeting Schedule 

 Membership Form 

 Speakers Bureau 

 Links to Mystery Websites & Websites for 

Your Favorite Croak & Dagger Authors 

 The Nooseletter Archive 

 

 

The Line Up 
 

President/Treasurer – Olin Bray –  

ohbray@nmia.com 

Secretary – Fred Aiken –  

FAAiken@aol.com 

Vice President – Joan Saberhagen –  

joan@joanspicci.com 

Membership – Pat Wood 

pwood73@comcast.net 

Programs/Publicity – Rita Herther – 

RMHerther@aol.com 

Website Technical Support Manager – 

Susan Zates – smzates@yahoo.com 

Nooseletter Editor – Linda Triegel 

newsette@earthlink.net 
 

 

 

Croak & Dagger’s October speaker will be 

author, poet, and educator Elizabeth Ann 

Galligan.  Dr. Galligan holds degrees in 

anthropology, Latin American Studies, and 

Curriculum and Instruction in Multicultural 

Teacher Education.  

As illustrated in her first mystery novel, 

Secrets of the Plumed Saint, she is intimately 

familiar with the multicultural heritage of the 

Southwest and is enchanted by its ever-changing 

landscape, particularly that of northern New 

Mexico.  

Secrets of the Plumed Saint is a cozy tale of 

intrigue demonstrating the power of faith and 

the strength of a community when its members, 

regardless of cultural diversity, work together. 
 

 

http://www.sambatybooks.com/
mailto:ohbray@nmia.com
mailto:rkresge777@comcast.net
mailto:joan@joanspicci.com
mailto:RMHerther@aol.com
mailto:smzates@yahoo.com
mailto:newsette@earthlink.net
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Noose News 
 

New Mystery Imprint 

 HarperCollins Publishers has created a new 

paperback mystery novel line to be published 

under the Bourbon Street Books line that is 

published by the Harper Paperbacks imprint. 

  “Bourbon Street Books will publish all 

types of mysteries and will feature paperback 

originals, reprints, backlist titles, and reissued 

classics. We will launch the line in the fall 2012 

season with two paperback originals: The 

Hollow Man, an exciting debut by British author 

Oliver Harris, and Blood Line, the 7th book in 

the Anna Travis series by international 

bestselling author Lynda La Plante, both 

publishing on October 23rd.” 

 In addition to these new books, the line will 

re-release a number of Dorothy L. Sayers’ 

books in October, including Strong Poison, 

Busman’s Honeymoon, and Gaudy Night.   

 

Calling all members... 

 You are invited to contribute to Croak & 

Dagger’s new blog! Go to our website, 

http://www.croak-and-dagger.com/ and click on 

the “Blog” menu button, or enter 

croakanddagger.blogspot.com  into your 

browser address box. 

 C&D published authors—would you like to 

be interviewed on the blog? (free publicity for 

your books!). Supply your own questions, or 

write about yourself in another format. You may 

want to schedule your interview to coincide 

with your next book release  

 C&D aspiring writers—would you like to 

share your creativity in a blog post? Please do. 

  Any C&D member is welcome and 

encouraged to write a blog post!  Anyone who is 

inspired to contribute often is welcome to 

become a “team author.”  Post by simply 

emailing your words to the blog.  

 Contact me (Susan Zates) if you’re 

interested. No need to remember to check the 

blog address.  Simply subscribe to blog posts by 

email.  Sign up once by entering your email 

in the “Follow by Email” box, then any new 

blog post will be emailed to you.  
—Susan Zates (smzates@yahoo.com) 

 

Especially for readers: 

C&D is planning a panel-led discussion for 

the November meeting focusing on reader likes 

and dislikes.  Three readers and a moderator 

will get things started, and members and visitors 

will be invited to express their pet “peeves and 

raves” about mystery books.  What do you like 

about mystery books?  What habits of highly 

successful—and not so much—writers make 

you want to throw the book at the wall, or give 

up reading any more by that author?  What are 

your favorite plots, and what clichés are you 

really tired of?  Do you hate some settings and 

love others?  Give some thought to why you like 

or don’t like the next book you read and bring 

your reasons to the November meeting.   

 

 

 

Congratulations to C&D member Pat Wood 

on her first mystery novel! 

 
In 1949 the murder of a young woman in 

southern New Mexico made headlines. She 

wasn’t famous, or rich, or especially beautiful. 

And yet, her death spilled over on people in 

local and state government, and eventually 

caused three men to be sent to a federal 

penitentiary. Why?  

Patricia Smith Wood’s first mystery novel, 

The Easter Egg Murder, stems from this 

notorious case.  Friends and relatives knew 

many of the details, or knew the victim, and Pat 

conceived the idea of writing a novel 

fictionalizing the case.  “My idea was to create 

an interesting mystery, loosely based on the 

actual case, but I would have the advantage of 

revealing a fictional killer.”  

 Pat is now working on a second mystery 

novel.  For more about how she came to write 

The Easter Egg Murder, visit her website: 

www.patriciasmithwood.com  

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bourbon-Street-Books/374193619320147
http://www.croak-and-dagger.com/
http://croakanddagger.blogspot.com/
mailto:smzates@yahoo.com
http://www.patriciasmithwood.com/
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2012-2013 Writers’ Conferences—Sign Up Now! 
 

Below are some of the writers’ conferences coming up between now and early 2013.  For more 

information, click on the link to check them out online or e-mail the contacts noted.  
 

October 4-7  

2012 Bouchercon – Crime Fiction Rocks: Cleveland, OH.  Opening ceremonies  

take place at the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame.  Guests of honor: Elizabeth George, 

Robin Cook (for distinguished contribution to the genre), Mary Higgins Clark 

(lifetime achievement award).    Contact: www.bouchercon2012.com   

 

October 26-28 

18
th
 annual Magna cum Murder 2011 Crime Writing Festival, sponsored by Ball State University, in Muncie, 

Indiana.  Guest of honor:  SJ Rozen.  Banquet Keynote Speaker: Eric G. Wilson.  “A murderously fun house party 

for several hundred of your closest friends!” Contact: www.magnacummurder.com.  

 

November 8-10 

The Tony Hillerman Writers Conference is in Santa Fe again this year.  Sign up for a First Chapter Critique/one-

on-one session with Ellen Kleiner and Blessingway Author Services. Register for an all-day pre-conference 

workshop to learn about pacing your book from start to finish. Get some tips on including humor in your writing 

with the funniest guys around – authors Richard Peck, Michael Orenduff and Steve Brewer. Learn all about e-

books from Bill O'Hanlon. In honor of New Mexico’s centennial, hear historian Tomas E Chávez’s keynote talk 

on the state’s most famous writers.  And more!  Sign up at www.wordharvest.com/ 

 

November 8-11 

Philadelphia hosts Noircon 2012 featuring Lawrence Block, Otto Penzler, Keynote speaker Robert Olen Butler, 

and MC Charles Benoit.  Contact: www.noircon.info/.  

 

November 9-11 

New England Crime Bake, Dedham, MA.  Annual mystery conference for writers and readers, co-sponsored by 

Scarlet Letters (New England Sisters in Crime) and the Mystery Writers of America New England Chapter. Guest 

of Honor: Joseph Finder.  Al Blanchard short mystery story contest winner announced.  Registration still opens at 

www.crimebake.org.  

 

February 1-3, 2013 

14
th
 annual Love Is Murder: On a Dark and Stormy Night mystery writers’ conference, “when chocolate and 

flowers aren’t enough.”  At O’Hare International Airport, Chicago. More than 50 panel discussions and 

workshops.  Short story contest.  For more information: http://loveismurder.net/  

 

March 21-24 

Left Coast Crime—“Where Murder Is the Last Resort, Colorado Springs, CO. “An annual event sponsored by 

mystery fans, where readers, writers, librarians and other mystery and thriller enthusiasts gather to share their 

mutual interest in the genre.” Guests of Honor: Craig Johnson and Laura Lippman.  Toastmaster: David Corbett.  

Information: www.leftcoastcrime.org. 

 

May 3-5 

Malice Domestic XXV, Hyatt Regency, Bethesda, MD.  Dedicated to celebrating the traditional mystery in the 

tradition of Agatha Christie. Guest of Honor: Laurie B. King; Toastmaster: Laura Lippman; International Guest of 

Honor: Peter Robinson; Amelia Award: Carolyn Hart; Lifetime Achievement Honoree: Aaron Elkins. Contact: 

www.malicedomestic.org    

http://www.bouchercon2012.com/
http://www.magnacummurder.com/
http://www.wordharvest.com/
http://www.noircon.info/
http://www.crimebake.org/
http://loveismurder.net/
http://www.leftcoastcrime.org/
http://www.malicedomestic.org/
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It was a dark and stormy night…continued  
 

 The winners or the 2012 Bulwer-Lytton Fiction Contest have been announced, giving us this 

year’s best worst writing. The winner this year was Cathy Bryant of Manchester, England, who came up 

with this beautiful dud: 

 

 “As he told her that he loved her she gazed into his eyes, wondering, as she noted the infestation 

of eyelash mites, the tiny deodicids burrowing into his follicles to eat the greasy sebum therein, each 

female laying up to 25 eggs in a single follicle, causing inflammation, whether the eyes are truly the 

windows of the soul; and, if so, his soul needed regrouting.” 

 

 The annual contest awards the writers who can conceive of the very worst opening sentences 

imaginable. Started in 1982 at San Jose State University, the Bulwer-Lytton awards are a nod to the 

novelist and playwright Edward George Bulwer-Lytton, who came up with the following classic: 

 

 “It was a dark and stormy night; the rain fell in torrents, except at occasional intervals, when it 

was checked by a violent gust of wind which swept up the streets (for it is in London that our scene lies), 

rattling along the housetops, and fiercely agitating the scanty flame of the lamps that struggled against 

the darkness.” 

 

 Here are some other winners from this year’s awards. Click here for the full list of awfulness. 

 

 “She slinked through my door wearing a dress that looked like it had been painted on … not with 

good paint, like Behr or Sherwin-Williams, but with that watered-down stuff that bubbles up right away 

if you don’t prime the surface before you slap it on, and – just like that cheap paint – the dress needed 

two more coats to cover her.”  — Sue Fondrie, Appleton, WI 

 

 “They still talk about that fateful afternoon in Abilene, when Dancing Dan DuPre moonwalked 

through the doors of Fat Suzy’s saloon, made a passable reverse-turn, pirouetted twice followed by a 

double box-step, somersaulted onto the bar, drew his twin silver-plated Colt-45s and put twelve bullets 

through the eyes of the McLuskey sextuplets, on account of them varmints burning down his ranch and 

lynching his prize steer.” — Ted Downes, Cardiff, U.K. 

 

 “William, his senses roused by a warm fetid breeze, hoped it was an early spring’s equinoxal 

thaw causing rivers to swell like the blood-engorged gumlines of gingivitis, loosening winter’s plaque, 

exposing decay, and allowing the seasonal pot-pouris of Mother Nature’s morning breath to permeate 

the surrounding ether, but then he awoke to the unrelenting waves of his wife’s halitosis.” — Guy Foisy, 

Orleans, Ontario 

 

 

Novelists Inc is an organization for published authors of genre fiction. Check out their downloadable 

Comprehensive Guide to the New World of Publishing, which is free to the public and perhaps the best 

advertising any writers’ organization could devise. The article about transmedia storytelling is an eye-

opener, but how to write a sales-effective guest blog and the pieces about crowd sourcing and “street 

teams” are not to be missed. For self-pubbers, check out the information on “the viral dream.” It doesn’t 

happen by magic. Selling your own books? Read the article about collecting sales tax and avoiding 

prosecution. If this is the kind of info NinC gives away, what are they doing for their paying members? 

http://www.bulwer-lytton.com/2012win.html
http://www.bulwer-lytton.com/2012win.html
http://tinyurl.com/6wdlwrv
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 Literary agent scams still out there 
 

Excerpted from an 8/3/12 post by Victoria Strauss for Writer Beware 

 

The website Writer Beware maintains a Thumbs Down Agency List of agencies about which 

Writer Beware has received the largest number of complaints over the years, or which, based on 

documentation we’ve collected, we consider to pose the most significant hazard for writers. 

We leave non-active agencies on the list because they often start up again, or start up under 

different names. The numerous name changes and aliases of many listed agencies also attest to their 

survival instinct. For instance, the agency currently calling itself Best Selling Book Rights Agency has 

been in continuous operation since 2001, but has had more than six name changes in that time. 

We do occasionally take agencies off the list, if there’s a really unequivocal reason for their 

demise—such as a grand jury indictment or jail time. However, even jail time doesn’t always deter the 

really determined scammers. American Literary Agents of Washington—a.k.a. Capital Literary Agency, 

a.k.a. Washington Literary Agency—vanished from the face of the earth when its owner went to prison 

on an unrelated charge. When he got out, he immediately began operating again as Clark, Mendelson, 

and Scott (a.k.a. Franklin-Madison Literary Agency.) 

The other day, on one of the online writers’ discussion groups I frequent, someone asked why we 

don’t regularly add new agencies to the list.  That’s an interesting question, and the answer reflects the 

changes in publishing over the past decade. 

When Writer Beware started up, literary agent scams were by far the most 

prevalent kind of fraud writers could expect to encounter. On average, we heard 

about a new scam agency every couple of weeks. But the advent of easy, inexpensive 

self-publishing services, as well as the rapid growth of the small press world, has 

given writers alternatives to the traditional literary-agent-brokered route to 

publication. As a result, many writers no longer see literary agents as the be-all and 

end-all of their publishing journey, and never bother with the agent search that used 

to be perceived as absolutely essential. 

Which, as you can imagine, makes it much harder for a scam agent to make a living. Many 

formerly highly profitable agency scams have disappeared, or have dwindled to a shadow of their former 

selves (for instance, Arthur Fleming Associates, about which I used to get a question or complaint every 

few weeks, and now get only an occasional query). Others have shifted their operations to keep pace 

with change—such as Best Selling Book Rights Agency, which began as a fee-charging agency but has 

diversified into a variety of other predatory activities, or SterlingHouse Publisher (which recently 

changed its name to International Book Management Corporation), which axed its fee-charging Lee 

Shore Literary Agency in 2008 and currently focuses exclusively on vanity publishing and other 

services.  

Now, in 2012, Writer Beware only rarely hears about brand-new agent scams; even inquiries 

about well-intentioned amateur agents—which once made up a large percentage of our 

correspondence—have dwindled to a trickle. By far the most frequent questions and complaints we 

receive involve small publishers, various flavors of vanity presses, self-publishing services, and 

marketing or other so-called services aimed at small press and self-published authors.  

As a result, while the Thumbs Down Agency List is updated as we receive new information 

about name changes, spinoffs, etc., we haven’t actually added an agency since we first put the list 

online. 

So if you’re feeling thankful for the wild new world of publishing options, here’s another reason 

for gratitude: it has seriously reduced the prevalence of literary agent scams. However, scam agencies 

are still out there—plus, the reduction in their numbers has been more than offset by the proliferation of 

other scams aimed at writers. You still need to be careful out there.  

http://victoriastrauss.com/
http://accrispin.blogspot.com/
http://www.sfwa.org/for-authors/writer-beware/thumbs-down-agency/
http://www.sfwa.org/for-authors/writer-beware/alerts/#Literary
http://www.sfwa.org/for-authors/writer-beware/alerts/#Literary
http://accrispin.blogspot.com/2011/06/clark-mendelson-and-scott-new-name-for.html
http://www.sfwa.org/for-authors/writer-beware/alerts/#Literary
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Reviews 
 

Rob’s Random Shots 
 

September Case File Number 1 

 

The Pot Thief Who Studied D.H. Lawrence by 

J. Michael Orenduff, Aakenbaaken & Kent, 

2012, 234 pp (TP) 

 

 Well, Pot Thief fans, Hubert Schuze is 

back, or rather, rides again.  If you know this 

series, you know that gallery owner and expert 

pot forger Hubie hates to leave Albuquerque, his 

Old Town Plaza shop, and his favorite watering 

hole.  It nearly (literally) killed him to go to 

Santa Fe in his last adventure, The Pot Thief 

Who Studied Escoffier (winner of the 2011 

Lefty Award for best humorous mystery).  

 This time Hubie and long-time drinking 

buddy and platonic companion Susannah 

Inchaustegui—yes, I had to look up the 

spelling—head for points farther north, to the 

D.H. Lawrence Conference Center in Taos. 

Hubie has been asked to speak on pots to a 

gathering of UNM staff and wealthy donors. But 

he has a second motive. If he can locate and 

bring back to Albuquerque a pot given to 

Lawrence more than a hundred years ago by 

Fidelio Duran, he can exchange it for three pots 

made by Fidelio’s more famous wife, Dulcinea. 

 Against his better judgment, Hubie accepts 

the commission to find and “appropriate” the 

target pot. But when he and Susannah arrive at 

the center, a gathering snowstorm has turned 

into a blizzard. In short order, after the pair meet 

the other guests, power goes out and they are 

snowed in at the conference facility. If this set-

up seems familiar, it’s because you’ve read or 

seen Agatha Christie’s 10 Little Indians. 

Orenduff herewith commits another homage to 

great mystery literature and the guests begin to 

die in a place cut off from the outside world. 

 Never fear. The guest list is not as quickly 

whittled down as in Christie. Rescue arrives 

after “only” three murders and Hubie and 

Susannah return safely to Albuquerque, having 

secreted the Fidelio pot for later exchange.   

 From this point on, Orenduff and Christie 

part ways. Nevertheless, with such a large cast 

of suspects (nearly 10) to consider, Hubie 

interviews them in Albuquerque and in northern 

New Mexico to keep the “heat” off police 

detective Whit Fletcher. Other series regulars, 

like Father Groas and Miss Gladys the casserole 

queen, make appearances too and readers are 

treated to Hubie’s amusing but vain efforts to 

keep his love life going with his girlfriend Dolly 

and with a woman he meets in Taos. 

 Orenduff writes of Hubie’s predicaments 

with zest and, refreshingly, with brevity.  He is 

known for his intricate plots and extremely short 

chapters, all less than four pages long. Hubie 

calls the obligatory gathering of all the suspects 

and proceeds to solve a disappearance, demolish 

an alibi, and pick the killer out of the crowd.  

 After all that, readers are treated to an 

excerpt from the next book, The Pot Thief Who 

Studied Lew Wallace. True to form, Hubie 

denigrates Wallace’s literary reputation even 

before this book ends, so he’s previewed the 

direction of the next novel. I can hardly wait. ♦ 

 

September Case File Number 2 

 

U Is for Undertow by Sue Grafton, Putnam, 

2009, 403 pp (HC). 

 Like many of you, I’ve been reading and 

enjoying the adventures of Santa Teresa, 

California, PI Kinsey Millhone since A Is for 

Alibi.  That novel begins with one of the most 

famous opening lines in mystery fiction (and 

there have been a lot of those) and ends with an 

explanation that makes it clear.  What this 

review will concentrate on is what writers can 

learn from Sue Grafton’s flouting of the “rules” 

of writing mystery fiction.   

 As Somerset Maugham said, “There are 

three rules for writing fiction.  Unfortunately, no 

one can remember what they are.”  Mystery 

icon Elmore Leonard came up with “10 Rules of 

Writing,” with tongue only partially in cheek.  

When you’re Sue Grafton and you’ve written 

more than 20 novels in a series, you’re entitled 

to ignore some rules. 

 The usual wisdom is that 400 pages is too 

long for most novels and nearly all mysteries, 
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but Grafton does an excellent job of stringing 

reader interest along by cutting to other points 

of view than protagonist Kinsey’s, in both 

present and flashback, as she’s done in several 

recent volumes.  Without doing this, readers 

would be frustrated when she finally solves the 

cold case of a 20-year-old child abduction.   

 Rules say we shouldn’t put in too much 

backstory, but it’s her wise use of backstory that 

deepens the mystery—who are all these people?  

What is it they’re doing that may impact her 

investigation 20 years later?  And which of them 

will have done the crime?  Red herrings abound, 

but faithful readers who stick with what appear 

to be diversions will be amply rewarded. 

 Here are a couple more things MWA 

mystery grand masters can get away with:  On 

page 181, “I got out, locked the car, and went 

in.”  Such trivia would drive Elmore Leonard 

crazy, but Grafton isn’t reading from the same 

rule-book.  On page 197, “the spent paper match 

made a tinking sound when she tossed it” into 

an ashtray.  Again, faithful readers are not put 

off with unnecessary verbiage if Grafton wants 

to indulge. 

 Finally, readers who get through this book 

to the end will be treated along the way to a 

partial resolution of a subplot that’s run through 

all the Kinsey books—her estrangement from 

her mother’s family.  Kinsey gets an invitation 

to a reconciliation event and, after consulting 

with another PI who investigated the aunt who 

took care of Kinsey after the deaths of her 

parents, Kinsey makes hesitant moves to break 

out of her shell. 

 So read this book for pleasure, but also 

enjoy the learning experience.  I’ve been a 

major fan ever since I met Sue Grafton at a 

Virginia signing more than 10 years ago and we 

had this exchange: 

 “Ms Grafton, I read that if you’re 

submitting a manuscript that’s part of a series, 

you should say so in your query letter.” 

 “Yeah, honey.  Do that even if you have to 

lie about it.”   

 Good advice that I took to heart from that 

point on. ♦ 
—Rob Kresge (www.robertkresge.com) 

 

11/22/63 by Stephen King, Scribner, 2011, 849 

pages (HC).  

 

 I hadn’t read any of Stephen King’s horror 

novels, since that’s not a genre I’m interested in, 

but King takes a detour into time travel in 

11/22/63, which is, of course, the day John F. 

Kennedy was assassinated.  It’s a great read, 

especially perhaps for those of us who 

remember the day all too vividly (like most of 

my generation, I remember exactly where I was 

when I heard the news).  

 In the story, Jake Epping, living in Maine in 

2011, meets Al Templeton, who tells him a 

fantastic story of having stepped through a time 

portal in the back of his diner, landing in 1958.  

Al realizes that if he hangs around long enough, 

he may be able to stop the assassination—but he 

gets cancer and, knowing he won’t live until 

1963, returns to 2011 (where it’s only 2 minutes 

later), and looks to recruit someone to finish his 

mission. He lights on Jake, a high school 

English teacher, who takes some initial 

convincing but becomes an ardent convert.  

 With me so far? Good, because that’s all 

you need to know for now. The lead-up to 

November 22, including what Jake feels he has 

to do before he gets to Dallas, is compelling, 

and the months immediately before that date 

even more so.   

 You really wonder what’s going to happen, 

even though you know full well.  Yet King has 

surprises up his sleeve even after the date in 

question. I wasn’t entirely happy with the 

ending, but it wraps up the theme about time 

that King establishes early on, and hey, this is 

the master of horror we’re dealing with here.  

 For those of us who remember 1958, the 

trip back in time is a hoot, and all the details 

ring true (King had some high-powered 

historical researchers helping him out).  He’s 

fascinated by Marina Oswald, and enamored of 

small-town Texas, where Jake meets the love of 

his life (oops, TMI). The novel is available at 

the public library, although it’s apparently in hot 

demand, so check it out when you can. ♦ 

 
—Linda Triegel (ljt23@earthlink.net) 

 

http://www.robertkresge.com/
mailto:ljt23@earthlink.net
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Key: 
PB = Paperback 

TP = Trade paperback 

HC = Hardcover 

 

Wild Goose Chase by Terri Thayer, Worldwide, 

2008 (PB). 

 

 Wild Goose Chase is the first book in the 

Quilting Mystery series by Terri Thayer, set in 

modern-day San Jose, CA. 

 Dewey Pellicano, a software engineer by 

profession, inherited her mother’s quilt shop, 

Quilter Paradiso, after her mother’s sudden 

unexpected death in a hit-and-run accident. 

Dewey plans to roll out a new computerized 

cash register system at a quilt show. Her sister-

in-law Kym resists all change, clearly wishes to 

run the shop herself, and sabotages the new 

system.  

 When Dewey learns that nationally famous 

quilter Claire Armstrong was planning to buy 

the shop from her mother, Kym’s sabotage is 

the last straw that convinces Dewey to sell and 

be done with the frustration. Unfortunately 

Claire is murdered, Dewey discovers the body, 

and the police consider her their prime suspect. 

 Luckily for Dewey, the force also includes 

her childhood friend Benjamin “Buster” Healy. 

Buster not only believes in Dewey’s innocence, 

he has been secretly in love with her. Dewey 

and Buster start a romance, while Dewey tries to 

find the real murderer. 

 Wild Goose Chase is very light pleasant 

reading, with an obvious villain. Recommended 

for quilters who enjoy reading cozy mysteries; 

you’ll enjoy the details of intrigues at a quilt 

show and quilt shop. ♦ 
—Susan Zates (smzates@yahoo.com) 

 

 

Dust to Dust by Lillian Stewart Carl, e-book 

available through www.lillianstewartcarl.com.  

 

The second novel in the Ashes to Ashes gothic 

mystery series featuring Rebecca Reid, Dust to 

Dust is set in modern-day Scotland.  The story 

reunites historical researchers Rebecca Reid and 

Michael Campbell.  

 Rebecca has submitted her dissertation and 

is anxiously waiting to learn if her doctoral 

degree will be granted. She is ecstatic to return 

to Scotland and be with her beloved Michael 

again, after half a year of transatlantic phone 

calls.  

 She has a few qualms about their upcoming 

assignment to excavate a Scottish ruin, however. 

Dr. Jerry Kleinfelter has a big reputation, but 

rumor is he “salted” a dig to get sensational 

results and then blamed an assistant. Not only is 

Jerry in charge of the Rudesburn Priory dig, he 

has contracted with a film company for 

publicity, not behavior the scholarly historians 

approve of. 

 Rebecca and her student assistants fly to 

Scotland and meet the rest of the team. Little by 

little, each person’s character develops and 

relationships form on the team. The 

personalities of the team members, how they 

complement and clash with one another, are the 

“meat” of the book. 

 Rudesburn Priory is said to be haunted by 

former prioress Anne Douglas, which appeals to 

team member Adele’s beliefs in the paranormal. 

A figure in white appears in the evenings, and 

team members hear singing and chanting. 

 An all-too-real body is discovered, dressed 

up to imitate a ghost, and murdered. For the 

remainder of the book, the police investigate the 

team members, uncover their secrets, and try to 

guard the excavation site and nearby town. 

 Rebecca translates the historical document 

of Anne’s trial at Rudesburn, and realizes the 

murderer may think her notes reveal the location 

of hidden treasure. Small violent attacks, 

clashing personalities and dark secrets ratchet 

up the tension on the excavation team.  

 Rebecca quarrels with Michael over 

historical artifacts, and their relationship 

becomes strained. Weeks pass without a true 

reconciliation, and she questions her 

engagement. This plot device was less credible 

than the rest; I can only imagine the author 

wrote it to increase the level of tension Rebecca 

felt during the murder investigation, but in my 

opinion it did not benefit the story. 

 The murderer is eventually caught in 

another murder attempt, and all the inter-

http://www.shelfari.com/books/3722240/Wild-Goose-Chase
http://www.shelfari.com/authors/a925369/Terri-Thayer/
mailto:smzates@yahoo.com
http://www.shelfari.com/authors/a166686/Lillian-Stewart-Carl/
http://www.lillianstewartcarl.com/
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relationships of team members are revealed. The 

secret treasures of the priory are discovered, and 

the story’s unsurprising happy ending is 

delightful. 

 I recommend reading the first book of the 

series, Ashes to Ashes, prior to this one, to 

understand how Rebecca and Michael met, and 

how their professional qualifications make them 

an ideal team for historical research—or 

sleuthing.  I look forward to the next in the 

series, Garden of Thorns, which features Priory 

dig team members Hilary and Mark. ♦ 
—Susan Zates (smzates@yahoo.com) 

 

 

Murder on Mulberry Bend by Victoria 

Thompson, Berkeley 2003 (PB). 

 

In book 5 of the Gaslight mystery series, set 

in New York City in the late 1890s. Protagonist 

Sarah Brandt is a widow and a midwife, born 

into a Knickerbocker family, but who lives and 

works in the working-class and more 

impoverished areas of the city. She had rejected 

her former high-society lifestyle when she fell 

in love and married her late husband, Dr. 

Thomas Brandt. Her parents still hope she will 

“marry well.”  

In the previous book, Murder in 

Washington Square, Sarah was introduced by 

her parents to Richard Dennis, a bank owner 

and widower. She needed to ask for his help 

during a murder investigation, but it pleased her 

parents that she agreed to attend social events 

with Richard in return. The story opens with 

Sarah and Richard attending the opera. 

Frank Malloy is an honest, hard-working 

policeman in the corrupt NYPD. New 

Commissioner Theodore Roosevelt is trying to 

clean up the corruption, but Frank knows he still 

must save up to pay bribes to earn a promotion. 

His wife died in childbirth, and his young son 

needs special medical care, not affordable on 

Frank's current pay. 

Sarah and Frank have worked together on 

four previous murder investigations. Sarah is a 

well-known and popular face in every 

neighborhood where she has delivered babies, 

and she can often learn more from people who 

are willing to confide in her than Frank can 

from official questioning. They are also 

attracted to each other, although Frank feels 

strongly that he cannot care for Sarah due to 

her higher social standing. His  

feelings are intensified when  

he observes Sarah going off to 

social events with Richard 

Dennis in his elegant carriage. 

Richard's wife was passionate about 

volunteering at The Prodigal Son Mission, a 

home for young women, where she suddenly 

fell ill and died. For closure in his grief, Richard 

would like to understand what motivated his late 

wife, and Sarah agrees to go to the mission with 

Richard and learn more about it. Sarah brings 

some of her clothing to donate for use by the 

young women at the mission.  

Frank is called to a crime scene, and by the 

clothing, identifies the victim as Sarah. It shocks 

him into realizing how much he cared for her. 

When Sarah learns the young woman she had 

just met at the mission was a murder victim, she 

feels compelled to investigate. She seeks out the 

parents of the dead girl, and learns tragic stories 

of the family's past.  

Plot twists and turns keep the reader 

guessing exactly how and why the murders were 

committed. Once again Sarah finds herself in 

grave peril, face to face with a killer.  

I highly recommend the series to fans of 

historical mysteries.  The next book is Murder 

on Marble Row. ♦ 
—Susan Zates (smzates@yahoo.com) 

 

 

The Keeper’s Son and The Ambassador’s Son, 

both by Homer Hickam, Thomas Dunne/St 

Martin’s Press, 2003 and 2004, appx 348 pp 

each (HC). 

 READ THESE BOOKS.  I normally review 

one book by a female author and another by a 

male in each issue, but these novels are too good 

to review in separate issues.  I got the former as 

a print book and the second as an audio book, 

both from my local library.  Whichever format 

you can find is worthwhile. 

 The author, Homer Hickam, is best known 

for having written Rocket Boys, upon which the 

mailto:smzates@yahoo.com
mailto:smzates@yahoo.com
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terrific movie October Skies was based (boys 

growing up in a WV coal-mining town when the 

Russians launch Sputnik in 1957). Their gravely 

ill science teacher encourages a trio of boys to 

build their own rockets.   

 Hickam went on to a distinguished career 

first with NASA and then as a novelist.  As his 

assured writing style proves, he’s been a master 

from his first work onward. 

 This book are part of a historical thriller 

series featuring Coast Guard officer Josh 

Thurlow and his crew, the first book centering 

around his growing up on an island in North 

Carolina’s Outer Banks and culminating with 

the US entry into WWII and the first swarm of 

German U-boats that raises havoc with 

commercial shipping along America’s East 

Coast.  In short order, Thurlow whips his rag-

tag, laid-back, barefoot fishermen’s sons into a 

real crew, who steal depth charges and machine 

gun ammo from a Navy depot, and go from 

rescuing torpedoed crews and passengers to 

carrying the fight to the Germans. 

 In both books, Hickam is a master of 

plotting, using multiple points of view to put 

one group of characters into harm’s way, then 

cutting away to another group and perhaps to 

still another before resolving the crises 

involving each group.  The “McGuffin” (a term 

coined by Alfred Hitchcock) in this book is 

what happened to Thurlow’s baby brother, lost 

at sea many years before.  He paints 

sympathetic pictures even of a U-boat crew and 

captain, and skillfully handles a slowly 

smoldering romance between Thurlow and a 

rich and world-wise girl who returns to the 

family mansion before the war breaks out. 

 The second novel takes place the following 

summer and fall, with Thurlow’s crew now 

seconded to the US Navy in the Solomon 

Islands, after the battle of Guadalcanal.  Most of 

the same crew is with him, a PBY Catalina 

seaplane now their favored means of transport 

and the ever-present Japanese infantry and naval 

forces a constant threat.   

 The Solomons are nothing like the fairlytale 

picture the movie South Pacific painted.  Sharks 

and headhunters abound.  Hickam neatly uses 

historical characters to great advantage, most 

often shore-bound Navy Lt. John F. Kennedy, 

fresh off losing PT-109, a poker-playing Naval 

entrepreneur named Dick Nixon, and authors 

James Michener and Richard Tregaskis.   

 Again, romance abounds and you will never 

guess how the multiple storylines involving all 

these players can move through great perils and 

what look like inevitable disaster for all into 

endings you’ll be glad you stuck around for. ♦ 

 
—Rob Kresge (www.robertkresge.com) 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

(continued from page 1) 

 

the American Library Association magazine, e- 

books are breaking the budget for libraries. 

(http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/e-

content/50-shades-red-losing-our-shirts-e-

books)  

 It is not the issue that some publishers want 

to limit the number of times an e-book can be 

checked out. The problem is that for libraries e-

books are much more expensive. The author 

gives an example for his library using Fifty 

Shades of Grey. The retail price for a print copy 

is $15.95 and the library gets it for only $9.41 – 

a good price break. However, for the e-book 

version, the retail price is $9.99, but their price 

from OverDrive (a major e-book distributor for 

libraries) is $47.85 – almost five times as much. 

This difference could lead libraries to only buy 

print versions as better service to their users. 

This would eliminate e-book only content or 

delay availability for books initially published 

as e-books.  

 Two of his proposed solutions are (1) to 

favor publishers and distributors with better 

terms and prices and (2) libraries may have to 

manage their own e-book content to cut out the 

middle man such as OverDrive. 

 In summary, we should be careful. Some of 

the things we think or hear about e-books and 

their effects may not be what we think. 

 
– Olin Bray, President 

http://www.robertkresge.com/
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/e-content/50-shades-red-losing-our-shirts-ebooks
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/e-content/50-shades-red-losing-our-shirts-ebooks
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/e-content/50-shades-red-losing-our-shirts-ebooks
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NOVEMBER ELECTION 
 

 

The Croak & Dagger chapter works because of the efforts of dedicated volunteers.  

  

 Each year, members of Croak & Dagger vote for candidates for the four elective positions on the 

C&D board who serve 1-year terms. As usual, this year’s election will be held at the November meeting. 

 All dues-paying members are eligible to vote.    

 If you cannot attend the November meeting, please e-mail your vote to the current membership 

chair, Pat Wood, at pwood73@comcast.net no later than noon on November 26. Ballots will be 

distributed and counted at the November 27 meeting and the results announced at the end.  The whole 

board officially takes office in December.  

 Many current board members have expressed a willingness to stay for another term, but we 

welcome newcomers to the roster. If you are interested in running for any of the positions listed below, 

contact president Olin Bray at ohbray@nmia.com.   

 

Elective Positions 
 The President presides at all membership meetings and executive committee meetings, sets goals 

and assigns responsibilities, polls members on major decisions, keeps members informed, and serves as 

group spokesperson.  

 The Vice President conducts meetings in the President’s absence and fills in or assists when needed 

for any other executive tasks.  

 The Secretary takes minutes at monthly board meetings, sends out notices of board meetings when 

needed, and keeps members on track as to what matters have been decided. 

 The Treasurer maintains the chapter’s checking account and, with the membership chairman, 

tracks income and outgo. 

 

Appointive Positions: 

 The Programs/Publicity Chair uses chapter resources to come up with speaker ideas and lines up 

programs for two or three months at a time; also coordinates purchase of gift bookmarks and sends press 

releases.  

 The Nooseletter Editor collects material from members and the media, edits for length, lays out the 

bimonthly Nooseletter, and delivers it to the membership chair for email distribution. 

 The Membership chairman works with the treasurer to maintain a data base of members, and sends 

out meeting announcements and the Nooseletter to members. 

 The Website Technical Support Manager maintains the chapter’s website, renewing contracts 

with the site host, uploading announcements and other information when directed by the board. 

 

 

 

Not ready to commit yourself full-time?  Croak & Dagger also welcomes “apprentice” officers to assist 

members of the board in their jobs and fill in if needed.  If you’d like to find out what a job involves, 

without committing yourself to it full-time—not that any job is full-time!—contact the current board 

member (names and e-mails on page 2).  Who knows—you may like it and decide to run for elective 

office yourself, or seek an appointment to another position, next year. 

 

 

 

mailto:pwood73@comcast.net
mailto:ohbray@nmia.com
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2012 MEETING DATES 

_________________________________________ 

 

Tuesday, September 25, 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, October 23, 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, November 27, 7:00 p.m. 

December 2012 - TBA 

 

Meetings are free to the public. 

 Unless otherwise noted, meetings are held every 

fourth Tuesday of the month, at 7:00 p.m., at the 

James Joseph Dwyer Memorial Police Substation, 

12700 Montgomery Blvd. NE,  

one block east of Tramway. 

(If the substation lot is full, there is more parking  

available just below the substation, accessed via a  

driveway below the substation on the right.) 

Check our Web site, www.croak-and-dagger.com, 

for schedule changes and upcoming programs. 

 

 

 

Summary of Findings 

The Nooseletter is the internal organ of the Croak & 

Dagger chapter, Albuquerque, of Sisters in Crime 

(SinC). Opinions expressed herein are those of the 

authors and editors. ♦ 

 

 

†Nooseletter Submissions† 

Croak & Dagger friends are encouraged to 

contribute articles, reviews, and essays on aspects of 

mystery writing and reading for publication 

consideration. Information on relevant conferences 

or events is also welcome.  Especially let us know if 

you have published a new book or story, or have an 

upcoming local author event. (Unbridled enthusiasm 

for your own mystery book is encouraged here.) 

Length: Articles should average 500 words, but 

short items are also welcome. 

Deadlines: Publication is every other month, 

starting in January. Submission deadlines are the 

15th of the month prior to publication: Feb 15, April 

15, June 15, Aug 15, Oct 15, and Dec 15. 

The Living and the Dead: As a general policy, 

articles and information should focus on living 

authors rather than dead ones, but that’s not set in 

concrete shoes. Articles about specific historical 

development of the crime-mystery writing genre, for 

example, would be welcome. 

Submissions: Please submit via e-mail to 

newsette@earthlink.net, with “Nooseletter” in the 

subject line. 

The Nooseletter is distributed to all members 

electronically. ♦                           —Linda Triegel 

 
COPYRIGHT © OF MATERIAL PUBLISHED HEREIN 
REMAINS THE PROPERTY OF INDIVIDUAL CONTRI-
BUTORS. NO PART OF THIS PUBLICATION MAY BE 
REPRINTED WITHOUT PERMISSION FROM THE 
AUTHOR(S). 
 

Still not a member 

of Sisters in Crime?   
 

$20/year brings mystery to your life! The Albuquerque Croak & Dagger chapter welcomes mystery fans 

who want to enjoy felonious fun, absolutely criminal companionship, and sensational speakers. 
 

Benefits of membership in the Croak & Dagger chapter include a subscription to our Nooseletter,  

close contact with local mystery writers, and fun events with other mystery fans. 
 

You do not have to be a member of the national organization to join us. Come hear our next program 

speaker and meet the gang. We promise to bring mayhem and murder into your life.  

Contact our membership chair, at contact@croak-and-dagger.com. 


