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Well, now we’ve done it! We have a “locked
room case” at the Moriarty Library. (I so love that
name for a mystery writers’ display.) Particular
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Sisters in Crime

Guppies.
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Upcoming Programs

Meeting Schedule

Membership Form

Speakers Bureau

Links to Mystery Websites & Websites for
Your Favorite Croak & Dagger Authors
TheNooseletteArchive

X X X X X

X

REMEMBER All the above provide oppioinities
for free publicity formembers Contact our website
maven,SusarZates (address below) for more
information or with an idea for a blog articlgéet
your name out there wherever you can!

AND: All members are invited to join the Croak &
Dagger Yahoo group, an online gathering place for
mystery writersJoin in! Log onto C&D § web page
(www.croakanddagger.conand click on the link

to moderator Nancy Varidor instructions.
Exchange news and information about mystery
books, moviesetc, as well as online courses.
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Noose News

Joe Badalis pleased to announce that two of his
novels are finalists for the International Book
Awards.The Motives a finalist in the Fiction:
Thriller/Adventure category arBlorderlinein

the Fiction: Mystery/Suspese category.

JOSEPH BADAL BOOKS &

SouthWest Writers is sponsoring a class on
Websites for Writers, presented by Loretta

Hall, on Sunday afternoons starting July 16 and
ending August 6. You will learn how to design a
website that will be attractive and effective.
Topics include domain names, website design
concepts, hosting options, search engine
rankings, and inexpensive (or free) ditgilding
software.Each session is two hours. The cost is
$69 for SWW members and $79 for ron
members.

SWW offers classes and vkshops to
advance your skills and marketability.
Experienced instructors guide participants
through lecture, example and, often, critique to
increase the quality of their writing. Click here
for more information:
http://www.southwestwriters.com/events/classes

Charlene Bell Dietzis also an International
Book Awards finalist in the CrosSenre
category for heirhe Flapper, The Scientist, and
the Saboteur Charlene reportéhopefully)that
the next book in the serieBhe Flapper, The
Imposter, and the Stalkenaybe out in the fall.
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Mothers of Sisters: Craig Rice

Forits January 28, 1946, issueEmemagazineselected writer Craig Rice for a cover feature on the
mystery @nre. It was one of the rare acdsthatthis now almost
forgotten writer received for her amazing body of work during her
lifetime (she died in 1957)

Craig Rice was born Georgiana Ann Randdlhig in Chicago in
1908and raised mainly by relatives (her mother abandoned her to
care while she and her husband traveled abroad). Her uncle Elto
has been credited with stirring her interest in tefes by reading her
the poems and stories of Edgar Allen Poe.

She spent her early career in radio and public relations, trying
intermittently to write novels, but it was not until her first nogaght
Faces at Threevas published under her new peanre in 1939 that h¢
writing career took off. The plot features dah Malone, a rumpled
ChicagoDZ\HU SHUKDSV D SUHFXUVRU WR
teams up with handsome but not very bright press agent Jake Justus and eccentric heiress and hard
drinking party girl Helene Brand to discover who killed a vicious dowager and whyubgerer then
PDGH XS WKH EH G NousQandtf gtopp¥d thedlbdRK UHH RTFORFEN

Against the odds and often apparently more by luck than skill, these three nmasalggequent books
to solve crimes whose details are ofsemreal or just plain nutty, and all involttee perpetually
exasperated Captain Daniel Von Flanagan of the HdeiSguad.

Sometimes described as the Dorothy Parker of detective fiction, Rice has also been conspated to
surrealistic flmmakers as Buster Keaton and to fellow mystery writers such as Ellery Queen
(supposedly Ric§ favorite mystery writer) who alsemphasized constantly surprising twists of plot,
characters and events. Her fictional world was a very different on¢hthieotcupied by her fellow
writers on the harthoiled side of the street, suchRaymond Chandler.

Rice also wrote several staatbne novels, includinglome Sweet Homicidevhich was made into a

film) and a trilogy featuring traveling photographers Bingo Riggs and his partner, Handsome Kusak.
The last book in that serieBhe April Robin Murderswas left unfinished at her deathdacompleted by
Ed McBain. $hce Craig kept no outlines, McBa$hmajor problem was figimg out whodunit.

With all these projects, and more, it was no surprise that Rice was almost as popular in her day as
Agatha Christie.In the thick of World War lishe evemeceived a letter on official White House
stationery.3Thank you for tking my mind off my troubles for an evenirigt said, and was signed
Franklin Delano Roosevelt. Typical of Craig, she bragged about it for days, théreltetter.

According to her daughter, Craigould write almost as fast as she could typdl. she needed for
inspiration was a low bank balance. Siate&arious times she supported threedrkih andheir
children, a brother and several husbands (past, presfutare), she waswahys working on a novel
or a new short story.
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AN INNER SAMCIUM MYSTIRY

She also tried her hand at one child§eserial. 3t appeared on the pillow, a page a nigkgys Iris

Follows Metcalf, the middle child of Crathree.3t was perfectly deligtiul, about three kids who
happened to have our names, Nancy, Iris and David, and who went to purchase a purple jackrabbit for
their mum, accompanied by a crasged bear called Gladly. It was full of her outrageous puns, but it

was also a lesson for udy sister was then going through a phase wherfisia&e everything too seri

ously. So, in one part of the story, we reached the Land of LMiraledness, where if someone said,

i be with you in a minte, feverybody else timed her on the clock. It was Caigay of telling

Nancy to ease up. | ddiremember how the thing ended, an#nowing twits that we were, Wi read

it every night and just throw it away.

Culled fromMurderess InkWikipedia, and
www.thrillingdetective.com/trivia/rice.html

The Word of the Day is: Novella
by J.A. Jance

What are they? A novella is a literary form that is longer than a short story and shorter than a novel. |
XQGHUVWDQG IXO0O ZHOO WKDW QRYHOODY DUHQYfW HYHU\ERG\
LW ZDV « ZHOO « VKRUWS$QEDN\R GIIRAD 8/KRHL Q WHSSRVH RI WKLV QHZzZ
begin by getting our literary terminology straight.

|

Short stories generally clock in at 2500 to 3000 word R PH FDQ EH DV ORQJ DV EX
Novels are around 100,000 words logiye or take.My publishers will allow me 5000 words of
IOH[LELOLW\ LQ HLWKHU Gsbartistic\eadRiQfor Enxt\WOOKKHitithtovi: $KippihgQ R W
boxes? STANDARD shipping boxes.,]| D JLYHQ ERRNYfV ZRUG FRXQW FRPHV LQ
mark, one of two things will have to happegither the print will have to be mucsmaller? and, as you

see here, that is not a good ide@l the Shlpplng boxeS W|” be |argel‘ and hence
nonstandard./ HW{V KHDU LW IRU VWDQGDUG VK


http://www.thrillingdetective.com/trivia/rice.html
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B008A3JUAU/thethrillindetec

As for novellas? Word counts for them fall somewhere between those of short stories and novels. Think of them
DV WKH OLWHUDU\ HTXLYDOHQW RI D ZLQH WDVWLQJ 7KH\fUH SULPD
various characters and story linegldo draw them it.
|
For the record, not all publishers handle novellas the same way. Simon and Schuster, the publisher in charge of
my Ali Reynolds books, brings out novellas in botbaok and audio formats, but their ok-paper copies
appear only irpaperback editions of preceding hardbacks. This strategy is designed to encourage readers to pick
up the next book coming outnfortunately, and in my opinion, that option does a disservice to my loyal
hardback readers who, in order to have access teetlignovella, are compelled to trot out and purchase the
SDSHUEDFN HGLWLRQ RI D ERRN WKH\TYH DOUHDG\ UHDG
|
HarperColling? Beaumonts, Bradys and Walkéralso publishes in-book and audio formats along with the
strategy of includinghe novella in the baolf whatever paperback precedes the next hardcover bhakcan
sometimes be problematic and confusing, especially if the action in the novella is out of order in terms of the
action in the novel itself., P WU\LQJ WR GR D EHWWEHnNd thaiRHe detQn WeHID@adWVHERUH <R
novella that will appear in the back of thaperback edition ddownfall, will precede the action in the upcoming
Beaumont boolProof of Lifeby a matter of several weeks.
|
7R +DUSHU&ROOLQVTV, WheH DadmesUd-heveld's, tKkdy Aaverddditional trick up their
sleeves. They print a separate mass market paperback edition of the novellas, which makes them accessible to my
beloved DTR$ dead tree readers. This is NOT a hardcover editiariV § V rbacg edgist? EXW DW OHDVW |
something prinbnly readers can hold theirink VWDLQHG KDQGYV %RRNVWRUHV GRQTW E
FRXUVH I \RX zDQW RQH RI WKRVH EDELHV \RX{OO SURED&M®\ QHHG
my newsletter and blog to let you know when placing those orders would be appropriate.

|

THE BATTLE 0F T TRRILINS!

And appropriatéiming is what brings me to my next togidMatchup the anthology |
: mentioned which goes on sale tomorrow. The idea of the book, undertakembgrae
MATBHUP of International Thriller Writers and edited by Lee Child, is a complex literary wine
pairing, if you will. Two authors are teamed together to write a novella. In my case,
*’ my partner is Eric Van Lustbader d#ason Bournéame. In the case of our novella, his
protagonist is Bravo Shaw, while much of my part of the story is carried by Sister
$QVHOP %YHFNHU IURP WKH $0OL 5H\QROGV ERRNV ,Q WEt

Riesling and Eric a smoky pdrt.
!

wiasr LEE CHILD

Reprinted wit permission.J.4. Jance’s novellas, also available as e-books, includé\ Last Goodbyéan Al
Reynolds story)No Honor Among ThieveandRandom Actgboth Ali and Joanna Brady), arRing in the Dead
and Stand Down(J.P. Beaumont}-or more news, go tdittp://www.jajance.com/

= ‘ > v_) '. ‘4 d ’ :
ALI REYNOLDS 3 wrrhess
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£ A~
A JOANNA BRADY E ES
AND ALI REYNOLDS NOVELLA ww 5N "



http://www.jajance.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Random-Acts-Joanna-Reynolds-Novella-ebook/dp/B019MMUAXS/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1499374100&sr=1-3&keywords=ja+jance+books
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https://www.amazon.com/Stand-Down-Beaumont-Novella-Kindle-ebook/dp/B00TE9BZXY/ref=sr_1_6?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1499374100&sr=1-6&keywords=ja+jance+books
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The Macavity Awards are nominated by and voted on by members of Mystery Readers International, subscribers
to Mystery Readers Journdd QG IULHQGV RI 05, ,I \RXYUH D PHPEHU RI 05, RU D

to vote, you will receive a ballot on August 1, so get reading. The winners will be announced at opening
ceremonies at Bouchercon in Toronto on October 12. Congratslati@il the nominees!

Best Novel

You Will Know Méy Megan Abbott (Little, Brown) Best First Novel

Dark Fissuredoy Matt Coyle (Oceanview) The Widowby Fiona Barton (NAL)

Before the falby Noah Hawley (Grand Central) Under the Harrowby Flynn Berry (Penguin)
Real Tigerdy Mick Herron (Soho) Dodgersby Bill Beverly (No Exit Press)
Wilde Lakeby Laura Lippman (Morrow) IQ by Joe Ide (Mulholland Books)

A Great Reckoningy Louise Penny (Minotaur) Design for Dyingoy Renee Patrick (Forge)

Best Short Story

SEXWXPQ DW WKH $XWRPDW’ ™ E\n/$udlight @ iR ISh&8dWR FN 3HJDV XV
3% ODQN 6KRW’™ E\ &UDLJ )DXVWBAtkBFEN 'DUNKRXVH %RRNV
36 XUYLYRUTV *XLOG” E\ *UHJ +HBlbbodb@the B&Gu 2XW %RRNV
3S*KRWV RI % XQNHU +L OO Ellery Gie QVyste Ddedihe, Dec 2016)

37KH &UDZO 6SDFH" E\ -Ay BudDsWRsory2adhne/ Sep/Oct 2016)
S3DUDOOHO 30D\" E\ $UW Chbsapdkée Crim&sGCStoknG\WarBibgH V V

Best Norfiction

Mastering Suspense, Structure, and Plot: How to Write Gripping Stories that Keep Readers on the Edge of Their
SeatsE\ -DQH . &OHODQG :ULWHUYV 'LIHVW %RRNV

Shirley Jackson: A Rather Haunted L Ruth Franklin (Liveright)

Sara Paretsky: AZompanion to the Mystery Fictidoy Margaret Kinsman (McFarland)

Something in the Blood: The Untold Story of Bram Stoker, the Man Who Wrote Dogdddevid J. Akal

(Liveright)

The Wicked Boy: The Mystery of a Victorian Child MurdéneKate Summerscal@énguin)

Sue Feder Memorial Award for Best Historical Novel

A Death Along the River Fleby Susanna Calkins (Minotaur)

Jane Steel&E\ /\QGVD\ )D\H * 3 3XWQDPYV 6RQV
Delivering the Truthby Edith Maxwell (Midnight Ink)

The Reek of Red Herringy Catrona McPherson (Minotaur)

What Gold Buysy Ann Parker (Poisoned Pen Press)

Heart of Stondy James W. Ziskin (Seventh Street Books)

For more information about the Mystery Readers Journal/Mystery Readers International, or the Macavity Awards
and past nomiees and winners, do http://mysteryreaders.org/macavawards



http://cts.vresp.com/c/?MurderontheMenu/ff637508da/b8eddad139/0cb0f878e1
http://mysteryreaders.org/macavity-awards/
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?MurderontheMenu/ff637508da/b8eddad139/a83fb09fd8

Reviews -
$
Rob’s Random Shots

4

Two strikeouts and a base hit

July Case File Number 1

The Bone Collectoby Jeffrey Deaver. Berkley
1998, 454 pp.

This is the first volume in the besglling
Lincoln Rhyme and Amelia Sachs forensic
mysteries. | wish | could say | liked it and intend to
UHDG PRUH EXW , GRQTW DQG ,
gets better in subgaent volumes.

The book starts with thednapping of a

ZRPDQ LQ D VWROHQ WDI[L DW 1H

JURP WKH NLGQDSSHUfV DQG WKH
we see him bury her in dirt in an unnamed location.

Cut to the POV of NYPD rookie uniformed
officer Amelia Sachs, who is supposed to be
WUDQVIHUULQJ WR 3XEOLF $I1IDL
guadriplegic police forensic expert Lincoln Rhyme
whenVKH JRHV WR KL Vid#eR Rith arkK H TV
intensive array of life support machines and a small
staff). Inshort order, clues begin to come in and
Amelia is sent on the first of many errands of
discovery.

Children are endangered, probably molested,
andthe RhymeSachs team begins a painstaking
examination of crime scene evidence. The reader
learns how exhaustvthis process can be, but
Rhyme makes many Holmdike deductions that
help save some of the continuing stream of victims,
but not all.

There are many (tomany) breathtaking car
rideseitherto obtain evidence or bring a recovered
victim to be debriefetty Rhyme, who makes more
spectacular jumps of intuition/deduction.

Finally, after the rescue of one victim by
Amelia, who is then taken and also buried alive (but
rescued with her mouthlied with dirt). There is a
sort of solution, but a few pagesdathere is an

ARG

Taly S&%’ﬁ‘i\b's\?‘ﬁ

July Case File Number 2

Hang on to your seats. The next book is probably the
only boring and inconclusive trash that mystery
goddess Agatha Christie ever wrote:

Ordeal by Innocencdy Agatha Christie.
William Morrow reissue 2010, 292 pages (PB)

The murder in this story is (off screen and some
months before) of a young man, heir to a local
IDPLO\fV IRUWXQH :KDW VHWV WKL
mysteries is that the central character/investigator,
Arthur Calgary, is anratic explorer, buailsoan
amateur sleuth (no Poirot here, not even Miss Jane
Marple orTommy andTuppence Beresford).

%1 XRHRYST PR thisy

en spent the next year with
an Antarctic expedltlon When he returns, he finds

a g man h as convicted of
ihé fiﬂﬂ‘h“nf& % EWS‘?E'\X‘/ sarte
home was isse enno drlver stepped
forward to corroborate his story.

Calgary proceeds to tell the assembled family

51 $ GomP d to

Investigate, since t olice will no reopen
leéh té.,hey consider a closed case.

dgary does not remain the poiot-view
character, however. Some of the heirs question each
other about whereabouts at the time of the murder.
Some confide other matters, but there is no one at
the investigative helm for a large part of the book.
This multide viewpointarrangementsi not one we
see in most classic mysterigs;luding Christie .V
The usual POV is over the shoulder of the
investigator.

The solution comes to Calgary without very
much preceding detail to help readers make up their
own minds. Clgary leaves at the epdnd it is not
clear whether the police will follow up. Other
members of the family and staff may take matters
into their own hands, but readers do not learn of this.

$00 LQ DOO YHU\ GLVDSSRLQWL
reading this whn there are many better Christigs.

unbelievable unmasking of the real kidnapper/killer
readers will never see coming.

Beyond description. This has since become a
bestVHOOLQJ VHULHYV I \RXTYH U
the others, please feel free to send an alternative
review to theNooseletteeditor.

HDG WKLV HRRRadcovep o\ R

Key:
PB = Mass Market Paperback
TP = Trade paperback

Note: Mosttitles also available as-leooks.




July Case File Number 3

Desert Heatby J.A. Jance. Avon Reprint 2009,
384 pp (PB).

,IP JODG ,
this issue. Not my usual good luck.

This is thefirst in the JannaBradysmalktown
mystery series set in Arizor@end begins with her

IRXQG RQH URVH D

C&D Members!
Your Nooselettewants to hear news of your
latest releases, good news of any kind, and jall
about that terrific mystery you just read. Email
news and reviews to the addresspage 2.

DQG KHU GDXJKWHU SUHSDULQJ D PHDO IRU WKH KXVEDQGTYV

return from working a police shift. Joanna gets a
phone call that her husband went off the road
between Tucson and home and has been taken to a
hospital. She leaves their daughterhwier own

mother nearby and drives frantically to the hospital.

1R RQH ZDQWV WR OHW KHU JHW

forced to sit in the waiting room.

A doctor approaches her an hour later to tell
Joanna her husband has died from his injuries.
3 R O L F HewZRIé fier see the bgoadpncerned
that evidence in his car may indicate he was
involved in assisting drug traffickers, a charge she
vehemently denies.

On her way home, she stops at the point on the
highway whereAndy waskilled and findsthe tracks

Thereby Hangs a Taiby Spencer Quinn. Atria
Books, 2010, 309 pp (HC)
This is the second of eigfdo far)Chet and
Bernie mysteries, followinog On It
W RBéthie/LiEl¢liSaAL GikedDyeGick $oEIglite to
guard her prized show doBrincess, one of those
fluff balls that hardly seem canine at all (my cat
could beatitup) S KHW LV %HE@the vV GRJ
narrator of the story, which surprisingly enough
works very well, particularly since Chet is very
much a dogeasily distracted by neamells and old
roadkill, which make$or humorous asideandwill
no doubtelicit smiles fronreaders who have dogs.
Neithersleuthhas much tolerance for airheads,

of another car beyondindyfV DQG WKH UH YV F RKuman or canine, but theyed the hefty protection

vehicles.Shefinds out later that her husband was
forced off the highway, then sh@tonewalled by

fee for guarding Princesenfortunatdy, the fluff
ball goes missing almost immediatedyydher

AndyTV SROLFH IULHQGV ZKR DSS HDner WiRses to Qdy et owpkdtaction before

drug connection may have been true, she begins her

own investigtion.

She uses some techniques she learned from her

suddenlygoing missing herself, so Chet and Bernie
have to track them both down.
The trail leads to a dusty ghost town, where

husband and pursues a faint lead: A man posing as a man and houndetseparated, but Chet doggedly (I

doctor visited the hospital whikkndy was alone in
the recovery room. No one can find him and one
womanatreception let a man dressed in scrubs and

had to use the word somewhere) pursues the case.
+H
home. Nonetheless, there being a soft heart beneath

ZLWK D GRFWRUYV EDJ JBUtKS E H)\RhQmmttahkitiheDgRtE @ dtective toward the ditzy

one can find the doctpand the community believes
the story aboufndy and drug dealers.

Eventually Joanna goes to Tucson to follow a
lead and she and her mother are stalked by a
mysterious man whom tiienanageo evade but not
identify. In a thrilling conclusion, the killer is found,
Andy is exonerated (he investigated the drug ring
while under cover), and Joanna decides to run for
sheriff herself With public sympathy foAndy
high, she wins over arlder, more experienced male
candidate. The day after the election, Joanna finds
herself sheriff, a position she will hold for the rest of
the series.

I hope you’ll add 10%++%"C&%0,?08&"5()*"07"
:8)* H$%,")5$8* 9=

2 Rob Kresgerkresge777@comcast.net

Princess
Bernie, meawhile is more concerned about the

IDWH RI KLV VRPHWLPH alstJOIULHQG

gone missing (really)The action gets pretty lively,
involving a corrupt smaidtown sheriff, a disgruntled
dog trainer, and a couple of hippies, all of whose
motives haveo be disentangled by our intrepid duo.

Despite his trouble focusing on human
conversations, Chet is not only an excellent
detective, but his firstlog narration pulls the reader
along at a pace anyoagthe other end of a leash
with an eager 10Poundpooch can identify with.
,2 WV DOO D ORW RI IXQ

Other titles in the series aftereby Hangs a
Tail, A Cat Was InvolveéndPaw and Order

2 Linda Triegel (jt23@earthlink.nek

ILQGY WKH PLVVLQJ SRRFK EXW
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Series mysteries:
All reviews by Susan Zates
NOTE: Print publisher noted; moatsoavailable
(and/or read by the reviewer) if@mat

A Vow of Fidelityby Veronica Black Soho
Crime, 2003, 240 pp (PB)

(Book 7 in the Sister Joan mystery series sédtm
20th-century Cornwall)

Helpful descriptions remind us of details
forgotten over the course of recent books in the
series. Joan is 38, has a small trim body, short curly
black hair, and blue eyes. Twenty years ago she was
in art college, in love witdacob, but a mixed
religion marriage was impossible for them. She
followed her strong religious calling into the
convent, but she still feels pangs of guilt over all the
pictures not painted.

The Daughters of Compassion convent house is
the former Tarquiriamily estate, with signs of
elegance: molded ceilings, carved balustrade. The
grand rooms have been subdivided very simply
without decoration, to provide sleeping cells for the
nuns. The convent is in need of funds, so Mother
Dorothy proposes they offeuigt retreats for fund
raising. She allows Sister Joan to attend a reunion of
fellow art college classmates, with the hope they
may visit as a retreat.

When Joan discovers that a fewssmates
have died prematurelthen additional friends are
killed, she is certain there must be an evil intent. It
started when they all received a summons to meet
that no one admits to sending. Between convent
duties, Joan is allowed to pursue clues and solve the
mystery.

A cozy mystery with a likable protagonist;
pleasahreading.¢

The Bad Quartaby Jill Paton Walsh. Minotaur
2007 (HC)

(4th book of the Imogen Quy mystery series set in
late-20thrcentury Cambridge England)

Imogen is the college nurse at St. Aga§h&he
originally trained as a casualty nurse (ER) but found
the calmer academic setting more to her liking. She
pedals her bike to work each day, and lives simply
on a tight budget. She is fortunate to have a lodger
she likes as a friend; frequently Fraamd Imogen
cook and eat dinner together.

Fran and her boyfriend Josh belong to a
thespian club. In a club meeting at Imodehouse,
she is drawn into their moral controversy. Due to a

careless treasurer, they were uninsured when a man
was seriously injured in a fire; now they are
responsible. Martin Mottle, a student at a nearby
college, has offered to pay the club a huge sum that
will resolve their debts, if they let him star in

Hamlet The director selecfBhe Bad Quartpa

shorter version of the play than is usually performed.

Imogen is curious about Martin Mottfe
motive. She researches the Night Climbers; risk
takers who climb buildings (strictly forbidden). She
remembers John Tebtire, a St. Agath§ fellow
who performed a dangerous jump from a tower to
the roof of another building, then fell to his death.
Martin was his best friend.

Now Talentire$ father has been proposed for a
3-year college honorary position of distinction. |
opposition is a science professor who thinks the man
has testified as expert witness on infant deaths for
many years with too little evidence to justify his
testimony.

Imogen is consulted by Samantha, a student
worried about her roommate SusgtemperSusan
is a scholarship student, from a less privileged
background than most other students. Imogen
discovers she had a difficult childhood in foster care,
but seems to have mostly overcome her past.

All these seemingly unrelated plot threads are
interconneted, as Imogen eventually learns.

Imogen Quy mysteries have philosophical and/or
moral quandaries, with leisurely paced discussions
rather than swift action. Interesting and pleasant
entertainment. However, there is a scene in this book
that would be stking in a film2 the Night Climbers
tribute. ¢

Boar Island by Nevada Barr. Minotaur 2016,
385 p (PB)
(19th book of the Anna Pigeon mystery series set in
US National Parks)

Anna is a National Park Service Ranger. $he
tough and resilient, fiercely loyal teer friend
Heath, their Aunt Gwen, and Hedglradopted
daughter Elizabeth¥ ). When Elizabeth falls
victim to cyberharassment, loses her best friend,
and has her reputation sullied at school, Anna has no
clue how to find an electronic stalker. But she
recommends that Gwen, Heath and E travel with her
to Maine, where she will be Acting Chief Ranger at
Acadia National Park. They will stay on Boar Island
near the park, for a welcome break from the hostile
situation at home. The wild coastal setting should
provide a balm to B emotional health.



Park Ranger Denise Castle is filleith hate
for her exboyfriendand his new wife. She rages at
his fatherly love for his baby daughter, since he
forced Denise to abort when they were a couple.
Fostered since babyhood, Denise resents everyone
with a family. When she meets Paulette, her life
changes forever, and sheftsaa terrible plan.

Paulette is an abused wife with a victim personality.
She goes along with Deni$§eplan...almost.

Acts of violence prove that Gwen, Heath and E
are not safe. Luckily they have a few experienced
lobstermen for local allies. They abs@lytneed all
the protection they can get. Even Anna is not safe
from attack.

In the end, Anna survives a tense violent scene,
all is revealed, and justice prevails. The many plots
rely entirely upon coincidental events, accidents, and
just-perfect timing.Too farfetched for me. The
national park itself is usually a significant context
for each of Ann& cases, but not this time. The
focus is rather on Heathequipment. A paraplegic,
she is frustrated with being confined to a wheelchair.
A scientific resarcher has crafted a device Heath is
happy to test. Once she straps herself into the
contraption of metal and electronics she céllem
Bones), it § possible for her twalk f(free of the
wheelchair) ¢

Bitter End by Christine Kling. Little Brown,
2011,358 p (HC)

(Book 3 of the Seychelle Sullivan mystery series set
in contemporary Ft. Lauderdale)

Seychelle watches in shock as Nick Pontus, a
man she hates, is shot on his boat. She acts swiftly to
rescue his yacht from sinking.

Nick was marriedo Seychdle § shildhood best
friend Molly. Years ago, Molly had dated and was in
love with Seychelld brother Pit. But Molly
suddenly droped out of school, married Nicand
never spoke to Seychebgain. Losing their beloved
friend still hurts Seychelle and ®i

Now Molly is the prime suspect in Nidgk
murder, and she needs Seych8lleelp? to shelter
Molly § teenage son Zale. Not only does Seychelle
need to find out who killed Nick (Russian mob?
trophy wife?) but she must protect Zale from sneak
attacks on I life (from Indian gaming thugs?
ecological protesters?).

Complex side plots, wide variety of suspicious
villains, plenty of fasppaced action and suspense,
and of course sailing adventures. Seychelle recovers
her best friend, and deepens her relatignslith
B.J. A happy surprise ending.

Crescent City Killby Julie Smith. vy Books,
1998,368 pp (PB)

(Book 7 of theSkip Langdon mystery series set in
late-20th-century New Orleans)

Skip Langdon is a homicide detective with the
New Orleans Police DepartmeAt.new clandestine
organization called The Jury specializes in
murdering those they feel are guilty of crime but
have escaped punishmer8kiprecognizes the evil
influence of hepurely evil adversary, Errol
Jacominein The Jury

Skip knows Jacomine will come after her one
day and fears he will harm her loved ones first, to
devastate her. Warning: Read the previous book
first, to fully understand the dire threat Jacomine
posesBest idea: read the series in sequential order,
to understand Skip and her relationships.

-DFRPLQHTY WHHQDJH JUDQGGD X
kidnapped by her own father, but escapes to New
2UO0HDQV ZKHUH KHU DUWLVW XQF(
known as the White hk, dresses only in white,
and has taken a vow of silence. He loves his niece
dearly, and wishes to shelter and protect her. But her
presence in his apartment causes great inner turmoil,
due to his obsessixampulsive need to continually
clean all his blengings, and touch no one.

While Jacomine hunts for his granddaughter, so
does Skip. Eventually she gains the girl's trust, and
together they face off against The Jury in a
suspenseful conclusiom.

Gloria “The Hand” Casale assists Ann “The
Prez” Zeigler setting up this month’s display
(see also page Df award-winning books by
NM authors in the Moriarty Library's Locked
Room.Come check us out!


https://www.facebook.com/CharleneBellDietz/photos/a.532580786944506.1073741827.532549650280953/708359619366621/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/CharleneBellDietz/photos/a.532580786944506.1073741827.532549650280953/708359619366621/?type=3
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Tuesday,July 25, 7:00 p.m.
TuesdayAugust 22 7:00 p.m.
TuesdaySeptember 267:00 p.m.
TuesdayOctober24, 7:00 p.m.
TuesdayNovember 287:00 p.m.

Meetings are free to the public.
Unless otherwise noted, meetings are hels
every fourth Tuesday of the month, at 7:00 pm.,
at theNorth Domingo Baca Multigenerationa
Center at 7521 Carmel Avenue NE, north of
Paseo del Norte and west of Wyoming
Check our Web siteyww.croakand
dagger.comfor schedule changesd
upcoming programs
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